17 FEB 1999
Sabah- Mahat hi r
DR MAHATHI R VI SI TI NG PBS' FORTRESS - KEN NGAU

KOTA Kl NABALU, Feb 17 (Bernama) -- One of the areas to be visited by
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad during his three-day worKking
visit to Sabah begi nning tonorrow i s Keningau district, the power base of
Parti Bersatu Sabah (PBS), the main opposition party in the state.

Political observers in Sabah view the visit on Friday as a followup to
the vigorous efforts being carried out by the Bari san Nasi onal (BN)
el ection machinery to west the seat in the soon-to-be held ninth state
el ection.

The Keni ngau parlianmentary constituency which has three state seats --
Tambunan, Bi ngkor and Pensiangan, is the fortress of PBS president Datuk
Joseph Pairin Kitingan.

Besi des being the MP for Keningau, Pairin is also the assenbl yman for
Tanmbunan, the birthplace of PBS. H s younger brother Datuk Dr Jeffrey
Kitingan i s Bi ngkor assenbl ynan whil e the assenbl yman for Pensi angan
(fornerly Nabawan) Datuk Adi b Sigoh, who is now deputy president of Parti
Bersat u Rakyat Sabah (PBRS), a BN conponent, won the seat on a PBS ticket
in the last state election in 1994.

Pairin had never | ost in Tanbunan since the state election in 1985, the
year PBS was conceived, while Jeffrey was el ected as Bi ngkor assenbl yman in
the last election.

According to observers, the BN is gaining acceptance anong the Keni ngau
el ectorate and should step up efforts to enhance its position, and Dr
Mahat hir's presence on Friday would surely be a noral e booster to the BN
el ection machinery to convince the voters to support the BN candi dates in

t he polls.
VWil e in Keningau, Dr Mahathir will attend a | eader-w th-the-people
gathering at the Keningau comunity hall, open an exhibition and Sabah

Foundation's tanu (farnmers' market) outside the hall and | ay the foundation
stone for Taman Keni ngau.

Dr Mahathir, who is also Umo president and BN chairman, will kick off
his visit to Sabah by attending a kongsi raya function in conjunction with
Hari Raya Aidilfitri and Chinese New Year festivities in Sandakan on
Thur sday nor ni ng.

This will be followed by the opening of yet another basic
infrastructure facility keenly-awaited by the people of Sabah -- the 60
Megawatt Li baran Power Station, an | ndependent Power Plant (IPP), devel oped
by Stratavest Sdn Bhd at Jal an Labuk, Sandakan

After the opening, Dr Mahathir will return here to | aunch the
| ndi genous Peopl e's Affairs Council at the Penanpang Cultural Centre and
attend anot her Kongsi Raya function at the Kota Ki nabal u Sports Conpl ex.

On his return here fromKeningau on Friday, Dr Mahathir will neet
academ ci ans and students of Universiti Ml aysia Sabah (UMS) in Likas Bay.

On the third day, he will nmeet Sabah BN Wanita nenbers and | eaders at a
| eadi ng hotel here followed by a cl osed-door neeting with those involved in
the state's tourismindustry to discuss a nenorandum prepared by the state
governnent on air |inks between Sabah and the outside world.

Before returning to Kual a Lunmpur on Saturday evening, Dr Mahathir will
hol d a nmedi a conference at a | eading hotel, here.
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