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Mahat hi r - Di al ogue
DR MAHATHI R CLEARS THE AIR I N DI ALOGUE

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 9 (Bernama) -- The dial ogue with nore than 4, 000
uni versity students today has enabled Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mbhathir
Mohamad to clear the air on current political devel opnments in the country.

The di al ogue al so enhanced ties between Dr Mahathir and students who
were previously perceived as being anti-government due to the economc
crisis and domestic political problens.

The di al ogue seened to have nmet the aspirations of the students, based
on the questions posed and Dr Mahathir hinself has called for nore frequent
nmeetings with themafter this.

Dr Mahathir still maintains a good perception of the students.
"I have al ways believed that not all students are against the
governnment ... just because of one bad apple, the rest will be called bad,"”

he later told the nedia.

This was the first neeting between Dr Mahathir and students since the
sacking of his deputy, Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim in Septenber |ast year

The Prime Mnister also took the opportunity to explain to the
students, before the dial ogue started, as to why it appeared as though he
was keeping a distance fromthem

The main reason was that nmeetings with students was left to Anwar since
he was to take over the reins of power.

Attention was given to students followi ng their involvenent in severa
anti-government denonstrations after Anwar's sacking.

The students' invol verrent was an indication of how easy it was for the
group to be taken in by the allegations made by the opposition parties.

The dial ogue with the Prime Mnister, held at the Universiti Kebangsaan
Mal aysia (UKM in Bangi today, proved that the students in fact want
i nformati on and cl ear expl anations fromnational |eaders on current issues.

Dr Mahathir, who was given a rousing wel cone, had expl ai ned neasures
taken by the governnent on subject considered controversial including
Anwar's sacking fromthe government and from Umo and nati onal economc
recovery efforts.

"I amsatisfied with the neeting. The students seemfriendly, their
response i s very encouragi ng," he said.

"The claimthat students are anti-governnment is not true."

Several students net |ater wel conmed the holding of such a neeting and
hoped it could be continued fromtinme to tinme, including with other
nati onal | eaders.

UKM under gr aduat e Davi nder Singh, 20, said neeting the students was the
right nove by the Prinme M nister

"I now understand better issues such as currency control and ot her
nmeasures taken," he said.

A Universiti Utara Ml aysia student, Mhamad Abu Bakar, 23, said
students should listen to explanations fromboth sides - the governnent and
t he opposition - before naking their own concl usions.

"W were fed with only negative information by the opposition. Today,
we are given explanations by the Prime Mnister hinself and now
understand better what really happened," he said.
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