14 DEC 1999
Cabi net - swearing-in
DR MAHATHI R LEADS NEW CABI NET AT SWEARI NG I N

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 14 (Bernamm) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad | ed nmenbers of the new federal Cabinet and deputy mnisters to take
the oaths of office, loyalty and secrecy before the Yang di-Pertuan Agong
Sul tan Sal ahuddi n Azi z Shah at |stana Negara here today.

The cerenmony was held at the Throne Room of the pal ace follow ng the
return of the Barisan Nasional (BN) coalition to power in last nonth's
general el ection.

The BN won 148 of 193 parlianmentary seats at stake in the Nov 29 polls.

Dr Mahathir and Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahnmad Badaw
each took their oaths individually upon receiving the letters of
appoi ntrent fromhis maj esty.

They then signed their oaths witnessed by the Chief Justice of the
Federal Court Tun Mohamed Eusoff Chin and Chief Secretary to the Governnent
Tan Sri Abdul HalimAli.

The rest of the mnisters and deputy mnisters received their letters
of appointnment fromhis majesty and read out their oaths in groups.

The Raj a Pernmisuri Agong Tuanku Siti Ai shah was al so present at the
tel evi sed swearing-in cerenony.

The federal Cabinet sworn in today has nine new mnisters covering 28
portfolios.

The new ministers are Tan Sri Bernard Donpok and Datuk Rais Yatim both
mnisters inthe Prime Mnister's Departnment, Datuk Dr Fong Chan Onn (Human
Resources), Datuk Ong Ka Ting (Housing and Local Governnent), Datuk Nazri
Abdul Aziz (Entrepreneur Devel oprment), Datuk H shanmuddi n Tun Hussein
(Youth and Sports), Datuk Effendi Norwawi (Agriculture), Datuk Azm Khalid
(Rural Devel opnent) and Tan Sri Musa Mohamad ( Educati on).

Yest erday, Musa was sworn in as a senator for a three-year term
effective Dec 11 together with Datuk Paduka Dr Abdul Hamid Qthman to enabl e
themto take up the federal ninistership

Abdul Ham d was reappointed Mnister in the Prime Mnister's
Departnent, the post he held in the | ast Cabinet.

Dr Mahathir first announced the formati on of the new federal Cabinet
| ast Friday.

Today's entire swearing in cerenony |lasted for two hours.

After that Sultan Sal ahuddin set aside protocol to mngle and exchange
pl easantries with the new Cabi net nmenbers and deputy ministers.

Hi s maj esty al so consented to a having a group photograph taken with
t hem

Al so present were wife of the prine mnister Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasnmah
Mohaned Ali and wife of the deputy prinme mnister Datin Seri Endon Mahnpod.
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