21 OCT 1999
Mahat hi r - Kar pa
DR MAHATHI R PREPARED TO ATTEND COURT

YAN, Cct 21 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mbhathir Mhanmad
said today he is prepared to be present at the High Court as a witness in
the sodony trial of his former deputy, Datuk Seri Anwar | brahim

"I will be there as a witness. It's nothing at all, only that Karpa
Singh is trying to delay the trial," he said when speaking at a gathering
of farmers at Sekol ah Menengah Kebangsaan Batu 17 in Sedaka, here.

The Kual a Lumpur Hi gh Court issued subpoenas on Mnday agai nst Dr
Mahat hir and Attorney-CGeneral Tan Sri Mhtar Abdullah to testify as defence
witnesses in the trial

Anwar is jointly tried with his adopted brother, Sukma Dar mawan
Sasmtaat Madja, with sodomising his wife's former driver, Azizan Abu
Bakar .

Meanwhi l e, in the H gh Court today, Justice Datuk Arifin Jaka ordered
Dr Mahathir to be present in court on Thursday.

The prinme minister said that he was also not afraid to go to court
followi ng Karpal Singh's statenent that that he had all egedly made a
defamat ory statement over Anwar's arseni c poi soning issue.

"I"'mnot afraid to go to court because ny statenent on the arsenic
poi soni ng case has nothing to do with the ongoing sodony trial.

"There is no case being tried in court over the arsenic poisoning. |
dare chal | enge Karpal that whatever was all eged by ne does not constitute
contenpt of court," he said.

I nst ead, he said, Karpal Singh, who is DAP Menber of Parlianent for
Jelutong, was trying to delay Anwar's trial in the political interest of
the opposition party.

Karpal Singh was also trying to protect his client fromcharges of
al I eging that he had been poi soned.

He said that the opposition party wanted the trial to go on until the
com ng general election because they wanted to raise the issue to criticise
t he governnent.

Dr Mahathir said there had never been in the court's history that a
trial had dragged on for such a long tine.

"Wth Anwar all eging that he had been poi soned with arsenic, we have to
send himto hospital for exam nation, taking three weeks and causing the
trial to be adjourned.

"We exam ned himout of sincerity, in hospital and finally, tests in
three | aboratories -- in Europe, Australia and in the country -- showed
Anwar was not poi soned.

"This is a great lie. The purpose being, firstly, to delay the trial,
secondly, to cause his supporters to riot, thirdly, so that the
Conmmonweal th Law Conference will denounce the governnent, and fourthly, so
that the Apec neeting in New Zeal and wi || denounce the governnent," he
sai d.

The prime mnister said he was amazed that when tests reveal ed that
Anwar was not poi soned, his supporters were upset instead of being thankful
that their | eader was not poi soned.

"But they were upset...this is strange," he said.

Dr Mahathir said that the question was actually not the all eged
poi soning but an attenpt to destroy the country, underm ne the gover nnent
and cause riots.

"Anwar is nmy friend, | was the one who took himinto Umo, pronote him



up to the position of deputy prime minister...and on discovering that he

was a honosexual, | cannot have such a person to succeed nme," he said.

"W, as Muslims, cannot condone this and cannot accept sodony...people
indulging init are not fit to become a small |eader, what nore a prine
m ni ster,"” he added.
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