17 MAY 1999

DR MAHATHI R STAYS MUM ON CABI NET RESHUFFLE

KUALA LUMPUR, May 17 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad remai ned tight-1ipped over talk of a m nor Cabinet reshuffle this
week, dismi ssing themas nmere runours.

"These are runours...you know they (the press/anal ysts) can specul ate
on anything and sonetinmes what they say can happen," he said.

Reporters asked himabout this at a press conference after the prine
m ni ster opened the 21st World Ports Conference here today.

Culture, Arts and Tourism M ni ster Datuk Sabbaruddin Chik hinted on
Saturday that there could be cabinet reshuffle today or tonorrow

Referring to earlier press prediction of an inm nent general election,
Dr Mahathir quipped:"If it is not the next nonth, then it is the nonth
after and if it is not the nonth after, then it is the nonth after that,
one day you are going to hit it."

"So you can have your runours, | cannot confirmanything," he said.

On whet her there woul d be an i npendi ng cabi net reshuffle, Dr Mahathir
said: "Sonetime or other we will have a cabinet reshuffle, naybe before the
el ection or after the el ection.

"Sure, there will be a cabinet reshuffle, that's part of the ganmes we
play."
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