20 JUN 1999
Mahat hi r-Umo (Di fferences)
DR MAHATHI R QUTLI NES 18 DI FFERENCES BETWEEN UMNO AND PAS

KUALA LUMPUR, June 20 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad today
outlined 18 differences between Umo and PAS

Wnding up the debate on the |ast day of the Umo General Assenbly
here, the Umo president said the differences are:

* Umo wants unity while PAS wants divi sion.

He said before PAS was set up, all Malays were in Umo to prevent the
British fromestablishing the Mal ayan Uni on and based on such solidarity
Umo succeeded in stopping the Mal ayan Union, which fornmed the
colonialists' plans to do away with the Mal ay Rul ers.

* Umo struggl ed to achi eve i ndependence but PAS rejected i ndependence.

"PAS at that tine felt the Mal ays were not ready for independence as
they did not know how to nake needl es," he said.

* Umo considers all Ml ays including PAS nenbers to be Miuslinms while
PAS consi ders only Ml ays who are nenbers of PAS to be Misli ns.

"This way, the nunber of Muslins in the country is reduced because the
nunber of PAS menbers is small and thus PAS had reduced the nunber of
Muslinms in this country and the najority are non-Misli mresidents follow ng
the PAS intepretation that Umo nenbers are not Muslins," he said.

* Umo is a noderate party while PAS is a party of extremi sts.

* For Umo the Islamic religion is followed and nade the guiding
principles inlife while PAS treats Islampurely as a tool for the party's
cause.

* Umo keeps its prom ses while PAS breaks themas it did not fulfil
its pledge to give the post of Kelantan Deputy Menteri Besar to the Parti
Mel ayu Sermangat 46 when it was a PAS ally.

* Umo enphasi ses on faith but PAS enphasi ses on the from of |slam and
as long as it looks Islamc, faith is brushed aside.

* Umo inplements what it plans while PAS only knows how to talk.

"What have done much for Islamc religion, the Bank Islam Tabung Haji
and various other things but they (PAS) have done nothing," he said.

* Umo urges its nenbers to be loyal to the party but PAS urges its
menbers to becone fanatical for the party.

"If the party has done w ong, PAS nenbers must continue to support the
party but we don't say that if the party has done wong the party nenbers
must support it, we (Umo) only say that if we do anythi ng good then
support the party and not to becone fanatic for the party," he said.

* Umo enphasi ses on the truth, PAS |Iikes to sl ander.

* Umo stresses on being courteous while PAS is not courteous, likes to
curse and uses vul gar words.

* Umo practises "fardhu ain" and "kifayah" while PAS only practi ses
"fardhu ki fayah".

"PAS accuses Umo of being secular because the party enphasi ses on
sci ence, technol ogi cal and engi neering subjects. PAS wants everyone to
study only religion and the rest is considered secul ar. Wen they study
religion, then they can incite the students. When studying science (which)
they cannot incite, they claimit's secular," said Dr Mahathir.

He said Umo | ooks after the interests of Mislins because the Ml ays do
not know how to build aircrafts and the |i ke because they have yet to
acqui re the know edge.

* Umo does not involve social nmatters with politics but PAS likes to
m x the two.



"The people in PAS do not attend any "kenduri' held by Umo nmenbers and
they also don't allow rmarri ages between the two parties,” he said.

* Umo uphol ds religious interpretati on which does not change whil e PAS
makes its interpretation which changes according to its whins and fanci es.

"I'n one instance, a particular person is branded as an infidel but when
it appears that sone gain can be nade fromthat person then the sanme person
is said to be a Muslimand | ater when it sees the person as a liability
then it (PAS) will brand the sane person as an infidel again...its religion
keeps changi ng, " he said.

* To Umo the nosque is a place to spread Islamc teachings and forge
cl oser relations anong the Muslimconmmunity but PAS uses the nosque to hurl
al | egations and cause anger to other Muslins by readi ng sernons and cursing
ot hers.

* Umo enphasi ses on uphol ding and practising the true Islanic
t eachi ngs whil e PAS enphasi ses on appearance, as |long as (you) wear the
robe, skull cap and have a goatee, then that's Islam

"After that, it's all right to cormit even rape, close proximty
(Khalwat) is all right...he sits in a roomwith another man's wife is al
right even with four witnesses," said the Prime Mnister.

* Umo is thankful for all the blessings and luxurious life as well as
the nati onal devel opnment but PAS has never been thankful .

* Umo strongly upholds the Islam c teachings while PAS is on the
contrary.

Dr Mahathir said he outlined these differences to showthat PAS totally
does not uphold the Islanic teachings while Umo truly upholds Islam

"Thus Umo shoul d not have any fear in neeting the opposition and to go
all out in debating with themas we are on the right side," he said.

Dr Mahathir said he had outlined the differences while listening to the
debates during the party's general assenbly.

"Sometimes we should differentiate between Umo and PAS so that we can
use our scale to weigh the good and the bad," he said.

He said he does not know what is nmeant by the word P. A S. because to
use the word Islamthen the party's acronymis P.1.S

He al so refuted the PAS clai mthrough Harakah, a publication of the
opposition party, that Umo is facing problens.

"The ones with problens are PAS and Harakah, we don't have any
problem " he added.
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