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DR MAHATH R S LEADERSH P W LL ENSURE BN S VI CTORY, SAYS KHALI L

KUALA LUMPUR, June 17 (Bernama) -- Umo secretary-general Tan Sri
Khal i | Yaakob strongly believes that Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad wi |l once again | ead Bari san Nasional (BN) to victory in the com ng
general el ection.

"I strongly believe that he can lead us to victory, as in previous
el ections,” he said during an intervieww th the foreign nedia.

Cting BNs victory in the recent Sabah state election, Khalil said Dr
Mahat hir mnight surprise his critics in the com ng general el ection.

"Look at Sabah for exanple. If | were to judge fromwhat the foreign
medi a were saying, we would have | ost and probably the Prinme M nister m ght
have resigned. But you just look at the results. You can interpret that as
a surprise," he said.

He said in the recent Sabah el ection the Barisan Nasional election
machi nery had been able to give the correct information to the people.

"W | et themjudge and assess what we have done for them" he said.

When asked on hi s opi nion whet her Umo woul d have a future wi thout Dr
Mahat hir, Khalil said: "UMNOis dependent on two factors -- strong
| eader shi p and good nmenbership in ternms of nunbers and contribution by the
nenbers. "

Asked if he believed that Dr Mahathir would continue to | ead Umo, he
replied: "Ch yes, yes, yes!"

Asked how confident he was in wi nning the com ng general election,
Khalil said the election machinery is ever ready.

"I can say that it is better organised. W are able to nove our
el ection nmachinery very fast. This is the advantage that we have because
nmost peopl e have the experience in manning the machinery for the election,”
he added.

Asked whet her the oppositions were now nore credi bl e than they were
previously, Khalil said there were no signs that the oppositions were
coming to ternms with one anot her.

"I don't see any indication that they can forma form dable coalition
There is nothing to that effect so far," he said.

VWhet her he thought the oppositions were still in disarray, Khalil said,
"l should think so because some of the basic principles in formng the pact
are not there. For exanple, they are busy tal king about who should be Prinme
M ni st er whereas they shoul d concentrate on how to get together."

On clains that nmany fornmer UVNO nmenmbers were now defecting to their
(opposition) side and were driving thousands of Umo nenbers to join them
he said there was no trend of Umo nenbers noving over to the opposition
si de.

He said he had gone through the data and they did not indicate there
was a novenent out of the party.

Unl i ke previously when the Sermangat 46 noved out, a lot of |eaders were
seen novi ng out including cabinet mnisters, there was a cl ear exodus of
peopl e but not this tine, he said.

When asked on the nunber of menmbers Umo had lost in the last 12
mont hs, he said there was no | oss, in fact the nunmber had i ncreased and
that he woul d announce the figure tonorrow
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