22/ 06/ 1999
Dr Mahathir: | will not becone senior mnister when | retire

Sar ban Si ngh

PUTRAJAYA, Mon. - Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad today said he will not
becone a senior mnister after he retires fromhis post but gracefully go
"li ke a good old man".

The Prime Mnister, who had initially thought of retiring | ast year,
said he woul d spend his retirenment praying "because ny days are over".

"I (will) have to prepare for the next world,"” he said in reply to
questions at a Press conference after touring the new Prime Mnister's
Department building at the Federal Admi nistrative Centre here.

He had been asked if he woul d contenpl ate assumi ng such a post upon
retirenent.

Al so present were his wife Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasnmah Mohd Ali, Deputy
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnmad Badawi , Chief Secretary to the
Governnent Tan Sri Abdul HalimAli, Putrajaya Hol di ngs Sdn Bhd chi ef
executive officer Datuk Mohd Hashi m Hassan and Putraj aya Corporation
president Tan Sri Azi zan Zai nul Abi din.

Dr Mahathir said he would have even retired last year if his plans to
hand over the premiership to his successor had not gone awy.

El aborating, Dr Mahathir said he never even inagined that he would one
day occupy the new Prime Mnister's office when he laid the foundation
stone for the adninistrative centre in 1996. (The project was schedul ed
for conpletion this year).

"When it (Putrajaya) was planned, | believed | will never be able to
occupy the Prime Mnister's office or the house here. | was al ready
pl anning then to retire by 1998 in order to give ny successor (then)
sufficent tinme to take over and prepare for the el ections.

"And 1998 was a very inportant year as we had sone very inportant events
such as the Commonweal th Ganes," he said.

Dr Mahathir said to him it was irrel evant whether he occupi ed the new
office or not.

"It is for the present and future Governments of Malaysia....it is not
meant for me," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the idea of building the new adm nistrative capital had
been nooted a |l ong time ago.

(The Putrajaya Administrative Centre sits on a 4,581lha area. Mbst
mnistries and Government departnents woul d nove to the new centre by
2005) .

"But as usual, people talked and did not do anything. By the tine |
becane Prime Mnister, things got bad in terms of traffic jam So, we
decided to build a new adm nistrative capital and the condition was that
it should not be too far from Kual a Lunpur."

Dr Mahathir said funds to construct the project were rai sed by Putrajaya
Devel opnent Corporation, the devel oper of the project.

"W had the noney to finance this (project) even though people tried to
rob us by deval ui ng our noney. W managed our econony and finances wel |
enough to be able to finance this project," he said.

He said no foreign consultants were engaged in the construction of the
centre.

The pl anning was carried out by the Public Wrks Departnent.

"The whol e project was designed, built and managed by Ml aysi an
conmpani es using 90 per cent |ocal material.

"Al though the designs in the case of the furniture and chandelier are



French, it was manufactured by Ml aysi ans,” he said, adding that this was
testinony of the tremendous inprovenent in the country's construction

i ndustry.
"I think we have reached a certain | evel of devel opment where we can

actually afford the building."
He said in Malaysia, it was not unconmon for the Government to build

towns and cities.

"W don't build a single house or one row of shophouses. W build whol e
towns conplete with offices, town centres, hospitals, and schools with al
other anmenities and this is not done just by the Government but al so by
the private sector."”

Dr Mahat hir said good exanpl es were Petaling Jaya, Shah Al am or

Petraj aya i n Sar awak.
( END)
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