14/ 08/ 1999

Dr Mahathir: Unsuitable to linmt termin office

SEREMBAN, Fri. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad descri bed any nove to
limt the Prime Mnister's termin office as "unsuitable".

What was inportant, he said, was for the Prime Mnister to have the
support of the people and his ability to perform regardl ess of age.

"Not hi ng can be done in one (five-year) term The first termis for
pl anni ng, the second to inplenent and the third termis to see the
results.”

He was asked about the proposed mani festo of Parti Keadil an Nasi ona
whi ch said that the opposition coalition, if given the nandate to formthe
Governnent in the com ng general election, would ensure a Prime M nister
woul d not stay nore than two terns (10 years).

According to the party, this was to ensure that no Prine Mnister
overstayed his wel cone.

Dr Mahathir said the opposition could nmake its decision if any of its
| eaders becane Prime M nister.

"Since they have not becone one, they want to linmt the term but when
it happens, it may be long."

He said limting the termof office of |eaders, including presidents,
had been tried in some countries and even agreed upon by the candi dates
for the post.

"However when one of them becane the president, that person asked for
two ternms and subsequently sought an extension for three terns."”

On the possibility that a Prine Mnister's long tenure in office would
| ead to inpatience anong hopefuls, Dr Mahathir said it was not right to be
"too hasty".

"One or two terns ... it is not sonething suitable. It depends on the
peopl e. They are given the freedomand they can think. So there should not
be any restriction on the people to choose candi dates that they support,”
he sai d.
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