19 JUN 1999
Mahat hi r - Cont enpt
DR MAHATHI R BELI EVES HE |I'S NOT I N CONTEMPT OF COURT

KUALA LUMPUR, June 19 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad
believes that he is not in contenpt of court when he tal ked about his
former deputy Datuk Seri Anwar |Ibrahimin his presidential address at the
Umo general assenbly.

The Prime Mnister said what he said about Anwar yesterday was based on
his own experience and not on Anwar's sodony case which is proceeding in
court.

"I respect the court but |I amtal king about mysel f, about nmy own
experience. Am1 not allowed to say anything about ny own experience? That
| talked to Anwar, that this is what he said....that is what | amtelling.
I"'mnot allowed to say that?," he said.

Speaking at a press conference at the end of the third day of the Umo
general assenbly, he said there was already one case field against himfor
al | eged contenpt and "now as a Prime Mnister | nust nmust not say
anyt hi ng. ?"

"When the court judge placed a gag (order), they opposed because it was
agai nst freedom of speech. Yet when | speak | amtold you nmust shut up
otherwi se we'll sue you for contenpt,” he said.

"Whereas, they wite letters fromthe jail, they wite letters fromthe
court, they distribute things, they put things in the Internet and say
nasty things about nme and the governnent, but | nust not say anything
because if | do, it is contenpt of court,"” he added.

Dr Mahathir said, "So if the court case dragged on for five years,
will not be able to canpaign even for the election.”

"So the only way | can shut up anybody against me is to have a case in
court and drag it on for years so nobody can say anything about ne....and
t hese people tal k about freedom of the press and freedom of speech,"” he
added.

On whether, he hinself will take | egal action on the things said about
him he said he believed in the freedomof the press and freedom of speech
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