20 JUL 1999
Mahat hi r-vi si t
DR MAHATH R S VI SIT BRI NGS HOPES TO PEOPLE OF KELANTAN

KOTA BAHARU, July 20 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir's two-day
working visit to Kel antan begi nni ng Thursday brings hopes to Umo nenbers
and the peopl e of Kelantan who want the Barisan Nasional (BN) back in power
inthe state.

Wth the general election fever anong the people, Dr Mahathir's
presence hopefully woul d spur Umo nmenbers to work harder to wi n back the
state which PAS won in the 1990 general el ection.

The Prime Mnister's visit this time will feature a conbination of two
pronminent figures -- Dr Mahathir hinsel f and Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah, who
was appoi nted Kel antan Umo Chief |ast nonth. Only these two | eaders are
seen capable of westing the state from PAS.

Tengku Razal eigh, in every neeting he had with the people since taking
over the stewardship of Kelantan Umo on June 20, pledged to bring changes
to Kelantan, with the help of the federal governnent.

"If he (Dr Mahathir) has given his full backing to ne, the people will
get what ever they ask" were repeatedly made by Tengku Razal eigh in his
nmeeting with the people.

The first proof is the newtermnal project at the Sultan Ismail Petra
ai rport, Pengkal an Chepa, the ground-breaki ng cerenony of which will be
perfornmed by the Prine Mnister on the first day of his visit.

The new terminal will provide nany benefits to the peopl e of Kelantan
including haj piligrinms, allowing themto fly direct to Mecca. It will also
be able to handl e nore passengers, indirectly acting as catal yst of growth
for the state's econony and tourismindustry.

According to the State Information Services Departnent statenent, Dr
Mahathir and his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasnmah Mohaned Ali are expected to
arrive at the airport at 11.30am

He will seek an audience with the Sultan of Kel antan, have |unch at
| stana Negeri and then neet state BN | eaders.

He will performthe ground-breaking ceremony at 5.15pm attend di nner
with state and federal governnment officers as well as community | eaders at
Hot el Di anond Puteri .

On Friday, Dr Mahathir is scheduled to neet Kelantan Umo Liai son
Conmittee while Dr Siti Hasmah will visit Rumah Sri Kenangan, Taman
Kermmum n, Pengkal an Chepa. They are expected to return to Kual a Lunmpur at
1lam
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