03 JUN 1999
DR MAHATHI R THANKS JAPAN, CH NA FOR HELP DURI NG ECONOM C CRI SI S

By Khairdzir Yunus

TOKYO, June 3 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad has expressed appreciation and gratitude on behal f of the Ml aysian
peopl e to Japan and China for the hel p extended during the economc crisis.

"It is vitally inmportant for Ml aysians not to forget the friends who
have stood by us in our tine of need."

"In this regard, | would like to place on record ny appreciation and
the gratitude of the Mal aysi an people for the hel pi ng hand t hat Japan
ext ended through the Myazawa Pl an and many ot her ways."

"Japan has not been a fine-weather friend. Japan has been an inval uabl e
ally. It has been a friend in tinme of grievous need. Many of us will never
forget this for as long as we live," he told the international conference
"The Future of Asia" here today.

Under the M yazawa Pl an, Japan woul d provide funds to aid recession-hit
Asi an countri es.

The Prime M nister also thanked China which refused to devalue its
currency even though such refusal rendered China's products to be | ess
conpetitive than Sout heast Asian products.

"China's grom h was affected and unenpl oynent increased but China was
steadfast in not making matters worse for Sout heast Asian nations," Dr
Mahat hi r added.
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