27 JAN 1999

DR MAHATHI R LEAVES FOR SW TZERLAND TO ATTEND ECON FORUM

SEPANG, Jan 27 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad | eft for Switzerland tonight to attend a world economic forum

He was seen off at the KL International Airport here by Deputy Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahnad Badawi .

Dr Mahathir was invited to address the annual forum attended by
st atesnen, busi ness | eaders and academi cs.

The forumtitled "Responsible Gobality -- Managi ng the I npact of
A obalisation" is ained at drawing up a gl obal econom ¢ agenda and begi ns
inthe famed Swi ss resort city of Davos tonorrow.

Observers said the invitation to Dr Mahathir to attend and address the
forumreflected the international comunity's high esteemfor the Prine
M nister and its conviction that he woul d be able to contribute his ideas
to the creation of a nore just and equitable econom c world order.

It also reflected the acknow edgenment of Mal aysia's detractors that the
country under Dr Mahathir's | eadership had surnmounted the trials and
tribulations of the economc crisis which began in md 1997.
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