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DR MAHATHI R EXPLAI NS WHY HE STAYED AVWAY FROM UNI VERSI Tl ES

BANG , Sept 9 (Bernamm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad sai d he kept
hi nsel f away from universities the past years to give his potential
successor then (Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim a chance to neet and get close to
all the parties, including students.

"I did that (stayed away fromuniversities) because | had planned to
wi thdraw frompolitics and the governnent. Wth that, | gave a chance to ny
potential successor to neet and be close to all parties to build up rapport
because he would be the one taking over fromne," the Prine Mnister said
t oday.

Dr Mahathir said he also did not visit the states and neet state and
Umo | eaders as often then because that task was given to his potenti al
successor.

"I need not be too popular and I wanted to withdraw, and because of
that | felt there should not be a conparison with ny successor,” he said in
his speech before a dial ogue session with students of public and private
institutions of higher |learning at Universiti Kebangsaan Ml aysia here.

Dr Mahathir said he would have retired at the end of |ast year if not
for the econom ¢ downturn in 1997 which was caused by internationa
currency specul ators.

"I am al ready ol d, approaching 73 then, and that was a good tine to
wi t hdraw and not be involved anynore with the country's adnministration,” he
sai d.

He al so touched on political problenms (Anwar's renoval) and the
strategi es taken by the governnent to tackle the econom ¢ downturn

Dr Mahathir said as the | eader he was prepared to listen to coments
and criticisns made by all parties, and not only praises.

"W nmust listen to comments, criticisnms and harsh words directed at us,
otherwi se we may feel our feet are not planted firmy on the ground and we
are so good that we cannot make any ni st akes.

"Maybe in such a situation we may do things that are not good for us,
the country and the people,” he said.

However, criticisms alone w thout support woul d weaken one's spirit and
therefore there shoul d be a bal ance between supporting and opposi ng vi ews,
he said.

In this context, he said one should not listen only to peopl e making
adverse coments and criticisnms because it was possible that not all that
was said was true

In fact, the parties being criticised should be given a chance to
expl ai n thensel ves because the conments directed at them by certain people
m ght have been due to a | ack of understandi ng, he said.

"I believe it is not possible for a person to get 100 percent support
fromthe community. There is bound to be some who will disagree...and
because of that we need to make explanations,” he said.
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