30 APR 1999
Mahat hi r- Wan Azi zah
DR MAHATH R LASHES OUT AT WAN AZI ZAH FOR SEEKI NG FOREI GN | NVOLVENMENT

ALOR SETAR, April 30 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad today
| ashed out at Datin Seri Dr Wan Azi zah Wan |Ismail for seeking foreign
i nvol verment in resolving problens in the country.

The Prime Mnister said: "It appears that there are people who think
that foreigners should interfere in our donmestic affairs.

"We thought that our country is free and i ndependent and Ml aysi ans
will determine the fate of the Ml aysi an people thensel ves but we find that
they are keen to get support fromforeign countries," he told reporters on
arrival at the Sultan Abdul HalimAirport, here for a three-day visit to
Kedah.

He di scl osed this when asked to coment on the visit by the w fe of
former Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimto Manil a yesterday
to seek political support fromthe Philippines to bring about reforns in
Mal aysi a and al | egi ng that her husband was a victimof a corrupt system

"Bari san Nasional and Umo will not seek foreign help. W believe in
t he peopl e of Malaysia. Only Ml aysi ans have the right to deternine the
fate of the Mal aysian people,” said Dr Mahathir

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia had never interfered in the internal affairs
of other countries.

"On the contrary, if we want to intervene in the problens in the
Phi |l i ppi nes, there are many Filipi nos seeking our help, but we don't want
to meddl e in the donmestic affairs of other people," he said.

Asked whet her the Philippines' acceptance of the visit by Dr Wan Azi zah
woul d affect the spirit of cooperation anong Asean nmenber countries, Dr
Mahathir said it was up to the Philippines.

On the claimby Dr Van Azi zah while in the Philippines that her husband
was a victimof the Malaysian judicial process, Dr Mahathir said Dr Wan
Azi zah had the right to speak while the governnent had the right to deny
it.

The Prime Mnister also said Mal aysia upheld the country's | aws.

Anwar is now serving a six-year jail sentence after the Hi gh Court
found himguilty on four counts of abuse of power.

"W uphold (only) if the decision favours us, it does not nean
uphol di ng the | aw.

"People talk about the rule of law but if the law hits on them and they
find it to their disadvantage, then they will no |longer trust the law, " he
sai d.

Dr Mahathir said: "I trust that if the court had decided that he was
i nnocent, | believe that they will think very highly of the judge today."

"So, it's not the law, not its inplenentation that is inportant.

Whet her we receive anything or otherwise. If (we) receive...good, if (we)
don't receive...(it's) no good," he added.
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