14 MAY 1999
Mahat hi r - Ranau
DR MAHATHI R HAPPY TO HAVE MET RANAU FOLKS AT LAST

RANAU, May 14 (Bernamm) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said today he was happy to have finally met the people of this
hi ghl and district after his visit here last nonth was called off due to
i ncl emrent weat her.

"It is indeed ny wish for quite sonme tinme to come to this scenic Ranau
but due to unavoi dabl e circunstances | could not nmake it before,"” he said
addressing a neet-the-people gathering at the comunity hall here today.

Dr Mahathir was originally scheduled to visit Ranau on the eve of the
Sabah state election held on March 12 and 13 but his trip was cancelled at
the I ast m nute because weat her conditions did not permt his helicopter
flight here.

Al t hough he could not make it in person then, Dr Mahathir addressed the
peopl e through tel ephone relayed |live via radi o broadcast.

Dr Mahathir, who arrived here on Royal Malaysia Air Force Nuri
hel i copter, thanked the people for the victory of Barisan Nasional (BN
candi date Datuk Siringan Gubat in the Ranau state seat.

" Believe me, the BN, as the governnent in Sabah and at the federal
level, will not forget the support given by the Ranau people,” he said to
t he t hunderous appl ause of the 3,000 residents who accorded the prine
m ni ster a warm wel cone.

Dr Mahathir, who recalled his visit to Ranau in 1965, said he found the
situation now far better than before.

"As far as | can renenber, there was no town here then and the road was
dusty but now there are shops and beautiful houses. This is part of the
fruits of devel opnment inplenented by the governnent," he said.

The prime mnister also pronmsed to try to bring devel opnent to this
district and to provide as nmuch assistance to the residents here.

He al so hoped that the people of Ranau woul d continue to preserve the
prevailing harnony anong them

" Don't all ow anyone to poison your mnds to end this harnonious
lifestyle," he said.

Meanwhi | e, several residents interviewed said they were happy that Dr
Mahat hir had kept his promise to visit the district.

Rasm n Saidan said Dr Mahathir's presence gave Ranau residents the
courage to work harder.

H s friend Maradan Kentoh said Ranau residents were anxiously waiting
to neet Dr Mahathir personally and his visit today showed he was concer ned
about the peopl e here.

Housewi f e Taat Laki m said she was inpressed with the prine mnister's
speech, saying it could boost the people's love for the country.
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