31/ 05/ 1999

Dr M Zhu exchange greetings on 25th anniversary of ties

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad has
sent greetings to China's Prem er Zhu Rongji, on the 25th anniversary of
the establishnent of diplomatic relations between Ml aysi a and Chi na

t onor r ow.

Dr Mahathir said the two countries had charted solid progress in the
devel opnent of bilateral relations in the [ast 25 years.

"During these years, we have nurtured a close relationship, built upon
mut ual under standi ng, co-operation and friendship," he said in a statenent
i ssued by the Foreign Mnistry.

"(This is) reflected in the frequent high-level exchanges between our
two countries, the substantial growth of two-way trade and i nvestment, the
i ncreased interactions between our two peoples, the expansion of co-
operation into new areas such as tourismand education, as well as the
excel l ent co-operation existing between the two countries at the regiona
and i nternational |evels."

"The devel opnent of a long termand stable bilateral relationship is in
our shared interest. | take this opportunity to extend to Your Excell ency
my best wi shes for the peace, progress and prosperity of the People's
Republic of China."

Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed Hamid Al bar in a nmessage to his Chinese
counterpart, Tang Jiaxuan, said bilateral relations had "reached a new
| evel of understanding and co-operation in various substantive areas of
mut ual interest."

"Qur mutual commitment towards peace and devel opnent have led to greater
regi onal coll aborati on anongst countries in the region," he said.

In his message to Dr Mahathir, Zhu said China was ready to make joint
efforts with Mal aysia to keep up the nomentum of devel opnent of bilatera
relations and co-operation in all fields.

For the benefit and prosperity of both countries, and for regional peace
and stability, the Chinese side was ready to nake such efforts, he
sai d. The nessage was rel eased by the Chi nese Enbassy here.

He said the establishnent of diplomatic relations had opened a new
chapter for friendship and co-operation.

"Over these years, abiding by the spirit enshrined in the Joint
Conmuni que on Establi shnent of Diplomatic Relations and the Five
Princi pl es of Peaceful Co-existence, both countries have treated each
other sincerely and lived together in amty," he said.

Chi nese Foreign Mnister Tang Jiaxuan sent a simlar nessage to Syed
Hami d.
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