12/ 08/ 1999

Dr M Azhar has done us proud

LANGKAW, Wed. - "I'mproud to be a Malaysian..."” with these words Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad touched a chord in the hearts of
Mal aysi ans who cel ebrated the safe return of solo sail or Datuk Azhar
Mansor .

Choking with enotion, Dr Mahathir said Azhar's achi evenment was a source
of pride and joy to all and that it should be a | esson that Ml aysi ans
coul d achi eve what ever they set out to do.

At a sinple yet col ourful wel com ng cerenpbny on the boardwal k of the
Awana Porto Mal ai Resort, Dr Mahathir started off his brief speech by
saying: "l don't have nmuch to say ... except to Thank God."

After a pause where he was clearly trying to control his enotions, Dr
Mahat hir continued: "And how proud | amtonight to be a Malaysian. | am
very proud to be a Ml aysi an.

"The success of Azhar is extraordi nary because not everyone can sai
round the world al one."

Sayi ng only a tough and determ ned person could do it, Dr Mahathir

added: "I do not think anyone of the 22 mllion Ml aysians can do what
Azhar has achi eved.
"Like me, | think every Mal aysian feels proud to be a Mal aysian citizen

because of what Azhar has done. He has given us a new spirit and the
belief that we can do anything we set out to do

"W have a slogan, Mal aysia Boleh. Initially, we did not have ruch
confidence in this. W thought others were extraordi nary and coul d achi eve
many things. But today, we see a Malaysian sail fromwest to east in a
journey not done by any other person in the world."

Dr Mahat hir sai d Mal aysi ans woul d have greater confidence in thensel ves
because of Azhar's achi evenent.

He believed that there were nany Ml aysi ans who wanted to achi eve
somet hi ng and prove to the world that Ml aysians could do it.

He said: "Azhar is an exanple to all of us, including politicians |like

myself ... not that I'"mgoing to sail round the world but I wll sail
towards greater devel opnent and progress for our country. W should take
this as a | esson and show the world that no one will | ook down on us.

congratul ate Azhar."
( END)
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