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Dr M W will bring the two States back

Farush Khan

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Wil e accepting the people's denocratic right to
give Pas the nandate to rule oil-rich Terengganu, in addition to Kel antan,
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad expressed Bari san Nasional's determ nation
to recapture the two States in the next general election.

"Yes, we will bring them back," said the BN chairman at a packed Press
conference early this norning.

During the hal f-an-hour Press conference held at the Umo buil di ng
begi nni ng about 3. 15am Terengganu was the reporters' favourite questions,
considering its shocking | oss to Pas.

"W | ost in Kelantan and Terengganu because Pas has instilled fear anbng
t he peopl e and proni sed paradi se to those who vote for Pas."

According to Dr Mahathir, the BN had al so found that sonme of those
working with the Governnent had al so supported Pas both in Kel antan and
Ter engganu.

He said in several constituencies, the BN had di scovered that sone
officers at the counting centres had refused to do a recount and t hat
could be in favour of the Cpposition.

"There could al so be other reasons for our loss in Kelantan and
Ter engganu.

"W will carry out a post-nortem" he said.

Pas won 28 of the 32 State seats. State Pas conmi ssi oner Abdul Hadi
Awang was today nanmed its Menteri Besar, taking over Umo's Tan Sri Wan
Mokht ar Ahrmad, who | ost his seat in Cukai.

It al so won seven of the eight parlianmentary seats in the State. The
remai ni ng seat in Kemarman was won by the Parti Keadil an Nasional .

Terengganu St ate Governnent receives between RW00 million and RV600
mllion  ringgit in annual royalties from Petronas.

In Kel antan Pas won 41 of the 43 State seats with the remaining two,

Gal as and Pal oh, going to the BN. It also won 10 of the 14 parlianentary
seats. Three others went to Keadilan and one to the BN

Anong the BN heavywei ghts defeated in Kel antan were Second Fi nance
M ni st er Datuk Mustapa Mohaned and Rural Devel opment M ni ster Datuk Annuar
Musa. Deputy Mnister in the Prime Mnister's Department Datuk |brahimAli
| ost too.

Asked on the possibility of BN s reconciliation with its politica
opponents, Dr Mahathir said the BNwas willing to work with the opposition
parties outside of politics.

However, he said, the BN was particularly concerned that the opposition
parties, especially Pas, would want to continue as BN s eneny until the
next election as they knew they woul d | ose supporters if they got close to
BN.

"They will keep their supporters away fromus but we will not keep our
supporters away fromthem They can |listen to Pas if they like," he added.

On whether the BN s |l oss in Kel antan and Terengganu neant that the
Bari san Nasi onal had lost in the Malay heartland, he said the two States
were not the whole of the Malay heartland. "Look at Johor," he said.

On whether the victory of the president of Parti Keadil an Nasi onal Datuk
Seri Dr Wan Azi zah WAn Ismail, who is also wife of Datuk Seri Anwar
| brahim in the Permatang Pauh parlianentary seat was a result of synpathy
votes, Dr Mahathir said: "I think there are a | ot of synpathy votes when
you and your child cry. It tugs at the heartstrings."



He said while he realised that the people in Permatang Pauh was used to
their former MP (Anwar) and therefore was synpathetic to Azizah, he
wonder ed whet her Azi zah "could contribute anything at all"

Asked on what he thought the issues would be with Pas taking over as
| eader of the Opposition, Dr Mahathir said Pas woul d do not hi ng except to
curse the Covernment.

On whether the full support by the Chinese to the Barisan Nasiona
i ndi cated their acknow edgenent of the Governnent's contribution to the
econony, he said the Chinese appreci ated what the Governnent had done for
themin terns of the econony.

(END)
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