23/ 03/ 1999

Dr M Foreigners still trying hard to underni ne country

ALOR STAR, Mon. - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanmad t oday
called on the people to be mndful of "G eeks bearing gifts", saying that
foreigners were still trying very hard to underm ne the country.
Addressing civil servants, conmunity | eaders, ul ama, imam and penghul u
at Wsnma Darul Aman here, Dr Mahathir asked themto help fend off attenpts
by the West to re-col onise the nation.
Reveal ing the foreigners' strategy of using university students and the
Mal ays to create chaos and bring down the present Governnent, the Prine
M ni st er appeal ed to the people, particularly those present to safeguard
the country's sovereignty.

Dr Mahathir said: "I hope the Mal ays and ulama will give serious thought
tothe threat I"'mreferring to. Don't be enptional. This is not a fable
invented by me ... this is a real threat.

"I can't help it if they don't give their votes to us but | am hoping
that we will not allow ourselves to be used by our foes to re-col onise
us," he said to the packed crowd who had gathered nuch earlier.

Dr Mahathir had addressed a smaller crowd at the same hall yesterday
before attending a full crowd at the stadiumlater in the night at a neet-
t he- peopl e session. He left for Kuala Lunpur this norning.

Al so present were his wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasnah Mohd Ali, Menteri
Besar Tan Sri Sanusi Junid, State Legislative Speaker Razak Hashi m and
State Secretary Datuk |smail Shafie.

Pl edgi ng that he would not allow the country's sovereignty to be
chal | enged during his tenure, Dr Mahathir remnm nded the people of the
chal | enges they would be facing in the future. Saying that he knew of the
humi | i ati on of being re-col onised since he had |ived under the
colonisation of the British, Japanese and Si anese before | ndependence, the
Prime Mnister said some of the young generati on were unaware of this.

"We had to call them Sir' in our own hone and country. The Ml ays were
consi dered as dunb."

Dr Mahathir said the present young generation, especially university
students, did not know what it felt to be colonised as "they were born in
| uxuries".

He voi ced his disappoi ntnment that sonme university students were now
vocal in calling for reformation, w thout knowi ng the full inpact of their
i nvol vement .

Actual ly, Dr Mahathir said, they had been used by certain quarters,
including those fromthe West, to topple the present Governnent and his
| eader shi p.

"They are tools of foreign elements to bring down the Governnent, a
Gover nnent whi ch has been vocal in highlighting the nation's problens and
t hat of ot her devel opi ng nations.

"I do not want to be recolonised. As long as |I'"'maround | will not allow
this country to be recolonised. | amalready 74 and | amnot inportant. |
have got what | want. There's no higher position than what | amnow. It is
my responsibility to convey to the people the threats we are facing.

"I may die tonorrow but as a responsi ble person, | have to warn the
peopl e of the threat and of the need to not all ow oursel ves from becom ng
their tools."

Dr Mahathir said the opposition had been playing to certain western
tunes by accusing hi mof being secular and anti-Islam



"The intention (opposition) is to snear ny inmage so that the people will
reject the present |eadership,” he said.

The Prime M nister said the opposition has the heart to co-operate with
the foreign elements as |long as they think they could further their
political interest.

Dr Mahathir said the foreign nedia had been hopi ng that Pas woul d
succeed i n weakeni ng the Governnent.

"Don't ever think that the foreign nmedia is supporting Pas because they
want to see the formation of an Islamc State ... they are just interested
incrippling a country which has been vocally criticising them" he said,
addi ng that the DAP had al so been used for the same notive.

"The nation can never be destroyed unl ess the Mal ays col |l aborate with
themto cripple their own country,” he added.

Referring to what is comonly referred to as the Fifth Colum, the Prine
M nister said: "They will use The Fifth Columm strategy where our own
people will open the gates to enable the foreigners to i nvade our
country."

Dr Mahathir also cited the the history of "The Woden Horse" where the
G eeks had used a wooden horse to invade Troy.

"That's why the West have a saying "Beware of Greeks Bearing Gfts'.

"Now we are seeing the foreign elenents offering us gifts. These gifts
(to us) are the sane as the wooden horse given by the Geeks to the
Tr oj ans.

"These gifts are only aimed at weakening us."

( END)
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