23/ 06/ 1999
Dr M There is need for policing of Press freedom

Sar ban Si ngh

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Drawi ng exanples fromthe novie Entrapnent and
recent Western nedia hype condemmi ng Mal aysi a over the Datuk Seri Anwar

| brahi missue, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad today said there is a need
for sone nonitoring or policing of Press freedomand adverti sing.

The Prime Mnister said in | ess devel oped countries |ike Ml aysia, the
Governnment still had to nonitor and regul ate.

"Freedomis a heady brew and for those newy introduced to it, freedom
tends to go to the head.

"In a world that is deregulating everything, that rejects Governnent as
the arbiter of society's conduct, it is paradoxical that regulations are
still needed al though they are designed and i nposed by the people
concerned t hensel ves. "

Dr Mahathir said this in his speech at the Wrl dw de Partners' 1999
annual world neeting here.

Worl dwi de Partners' is a consortiumof advertising agenci es conpri sing
over 100 menber agencies in nmore than 50 countries. It is the |argest
networ k of independently owned agencies in the world with approxi mately
RML2.9 billion in annual billings.

The neeting, hosted by Integrated Strategi c Communi cati ons Bull seye, is
being held in Asia for the first tine.

Al so present were its chairman M ckey Gallivan and president Patricia
Fi ske.

Wt hout nami ng the novie, Dr Mahat hir said Mal aysians were horrified to
di scover that the Kuala Lunpur twin towers, the tallest in the world, were
pictured as rising fromthe slunms in Mal acca, |ocated 150km away.

He said the twin towers were located in the mddle of a nodern city and
was surrounded by 20ha of gardens.

"The distorted view of the twin towers will certainly make novie
audi ences in rich countries conclude that Ml aysia is one of those
devel opi ng countri es whi ch wasted public noney, perhaps even foreign aid,
on usel ess grandi ose nonunents.

"I really cannot understand why we need to distort and harm when we can
be charitable without any additional cost to ourselves."

Dr Mahathir said the failure of the Western nmedia to report the
situation in Ml aysia, especially nowthat things had returned to normal
had caused people to believe that the situation here was still unstable
and danger ous.

"Under st andabl y, many of you were sceptical, anxious, even fearful of
com ng here after hearing and readi ng about the all egedly deliberate
beating up, trial and jailing of Malaysia's former Deputy Prinme M nister
| ast Septenber and the ensuing protests which, |ike advertising, have
beconme | arger than life through repeated worl dw de nedi a hype."

Dr Mahathir said the Western nedi a had nade hi ghly-publicised critica
stat enents condemi ng Mal aysi a's governnental, judiciary and politica
processes due to the arrest, trial and the jailing of the fornmer deputy
prime mnister.

"But then again, if | had been in your shoes, | may have been simlarly
concerned about being here."

Dr Mahathir said many potential foreign investors had al so | ost out on
profitable investnents in Ml aysia due to the distorted and incorrect
i nformation they received.



He said since |ast Septenber, the local bourse's index rose by al nost
200 per cent.

"Literally, this neans investors who cane in early woul d have nmade huge
capital gains but they (those who didn't) did not because of the incorrect
i nformation they had received through the media," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the suppliers of news and proni ses made in the course
of advertising were no different fromsuppliers of goods and servi ces.
Based on what they are told or led to believe, consuners act.

"They buy or use what is supplied to them If they find that what they
buy or consune or act upon is not as described, then they have a right to
seek conpensation,” he said, adding that material goods coul d be returned
but many things could not be returned or conpensated for.

Dr Mahathir said aircraft-producer Cessna ceased produci ng single-
engi ned pl anes because any defect found 20 years after its usage could
still result in the conpany bei ng sued or bl aned.

"But when news agencies sell their news reports to their clients,
readers and viewers, shouldn't they be made equal ly responsible for the
products they sell?.

"If their distorted and i naccurate news results in wong deci sions being
made and | osses incurred due to m ssed opportunities, shouldn't the news
agenci es, the nedia, be held responsible for their products, nanely the
news t hey broadcast to people who are their clients?" the Prinme Mnister
asked.

Dr Mahat hir said alt hough Mal aysi ans were not very litigious, they were
| earning fast.

"We hope the good judges will not be so carried away by the rights of
litigants that they nmake awards which will eventually burden society with

hi gh costs.
"But whether they do or don't, it is the duty of everyone to be truthful
about the goods and services they sell,” he added.

"What | amtal king about may not be relevant to the adverti sing
i ndustry. But adverse news reports have the sane effect as adverti sing.
That is the relevance," he said.
(END)
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