02/ 03/ 1999
Dr M Bring back nationals to help rebuild countries

Farush Khan i n Dhaka

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad yesterday urged Muslins to
rebuild their nations with the help of their nationals abroad with skills
and intellect.

He said these people were using their gifts el sewhere as their countries
did not provide themwth facilities they needed.

"We have to bring them back. W have to create an environnment that is
attractive to them conducive for their work.

"Insya Allah (God willing), with their help and our dedication to Islam
and the honour of the Muslimunmah (conmunity), we will triunph
eventual ly."

Dr Mahathir was speaking at the second sunmit-|evel neeting of "Co-
operation for Devel opment" or D8 here.

D-8 is a new econom ¢ grouping i nvol ving Mal aysi a, Bangl adesh,
| ndonesi a, Pakistan, Iran, Egypt, Nigeria and Turkey whi ch have a total
popul ati on of alnpbst 800 million people.

The sunmit will, anong others, deliberate on the progress of projects
identified for inplenentation at the first summit held on June 15, 1997,
in Istanbul, Turkey.

Dr Mahat hir spoke at |ength on weaknesses in Miuslimcountries,
enphasi sing that the D8 was attenpting to cope with a world which had
becone as threatening as when the Miusli mworld was under siege.

"W are really ill-prepared to cope with the threats. W really have no
time for personal ambitions and petty quarrels.”

The Prime Mnister said there was a great deal of wealth and potential
in Islam c nations which had not been used so far to benefit thenselves or
ot her Muslimcountries.

"None of us can claimto be a force of consequence in the internationa
arena today. Many of us have been unabl e to nmake our nations stable or
make progress to match that of the advanced countries of the world, none
of which are Muslim"

He said while the rest of the world "seened to be in the 20th century,
the Muslimworld was in the 15th century”

"Now t hey have introduced new i deas and technol ogi es that we are not
prepared for and we are seemingly unable to handle.”

He said the Muslimworld found itself unable to reject new concepts
about governnents and international relations which advanced countries had
i ntroduced.

He said they could not offer their own alternatives either.

"Yet we seemunable to apply these concepts effectively. The concepts of
denocratic governnents have been |argely mshandl ed by us. W enjoy the
rights conferred but we do not seemto recognise that along with the
rights cone the need for responsibility.

"As a result, our governments are sel domstable | ong enough to make
governance effective and beneficial to our countries and peoples.”

On gl obalisation, he said one of the manifestations of this phenonenon
was a free flow of capital across borders.

He said the huge wealth some Miuslimcountries had accunmul ated from
natural resources had not been invested in their own countries.

"I nstead we have taken advantage of the free flow of capital to invest
i n devel oped countries. Effectively, we have enriched them But we do not
know how to use this investment to influence them



"They (devel oped countries) have instead used our noney to invest in our
countries and then suddenly pull out their investnents to destabilise and
i mpoveri sh us.

"Alot of our noney is held hostage abroad and actually used agai nst
us."

Dr Mahathir told the | eaders and heads of government attending the two-
day summt of how Mal aysi a had experienced one of the effects of
gl obal i sati on.

Mal aysi a was rel atively prosperous, he said, but suddenly found its
weal th di mi ni shing when currency traders depreciated its currency.

"Qur initial inability to counter the attacks of the currency traders
clearly showed that we had not understood what was neant by gl obalisation
and the consequences of giving up control of our own currency. Learning
the | esson has been very costly for us."

The Prime M nister also renm nded | eaders that currency specul ati on and
stock market raids were just the beginning. "W can be assured that newer
interpretations will be nmade which will open up ways for the exploitation
of the poor by the rich."
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