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Dr M very encouraged by sincere reception'

SIBU, Fri. - Concluding another |lap of his whirlw nd nationw de tour
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said he was very encour aged
by the enthusiastic and supportive crowd he nmet at every stop.

He said this was a genui ne gesture.

"Al'l those people wanting to shake ny hand... | don't think they are
hypocrites,” the Prine Mnister told a Press conference at the airport
here, referring to the big crowd which gathered on the tarnac.

"You can see outside ... nmy armnearly cane off (from nunerous
handshakes)," he said in a |lighter vein, describing the crowd response.

Last night in Mri, sone 40,000 people turned up when he addressed a
nmeet -t he- peopl e gathering at the town's anphitheatre. Dr Mahathir said it
was "fantastic" considering Mri is a small town.

"They remai ned rooted to their seats and waited till the end when | was
speaki ng. "

He said generally the people of Sarawak were satisfied and happy,
al luding to the happy faces he saw.

The Press conference cane at the end of his two-day visit to Sarawak.

After Mri, the Prine Mnister journeyed to Betong in the Sarawak
interior this norning, before stopping here where the crowd gave hima
rousi ng wel cone.

Dr Mahat hir spoke to the Press about his experience in the past one
year, the current election "nmood" in the country and why he kept stressing
some central themes in his speeches lately.

Attenpts by the nedia for some insight on when the polls would be held,
were as usual in vain

Asked when he would wrap up his nationw de tour ahead of the polls, he
said: "It is still along way off."

He woul d next go to China and Siberia for what he jokingly described as
"makan angi n*, saying the clinmate there was col d.

"When ny brains clear a bit, 1'll cone back and see nore people," Dr
Mahat hi r sai d.

To the customary question of whether he now had the inspiration to cal
for the election, the Prine Mnister told a reporter fromthe Mri Daily:

"I have not got the inspiration yet. Wien | do, | will ring you."

Asked how life in the past one year had been for himand how he coped
with the challenges, Dr Mahathir said: "Very interesting. It has been an
education for ne."

He said he has now | earned all about finances, the econony and about how
to deal with rogue currency traders. "I think | have managed it quite
okay. "

Dr Mahat hir described as "fishing" a question on whether the BN woul d
field many new faces for the i npending polls given the current politica
backdrop which was said to be "different"

"When the tine cones to choose, we will choose. It all depends on the
conmponent parties which will submt the nanes and we will determine."

On why he had been enphasising thenes |ike peace and harnmony in his
speeches, Dr Mahathir said this was to show BN want ed harnony and chose
not to say nasty things about others.

On possi bl e problens associated with the nation being in the election
mood for too long, the Prine Mnister said: "The nation has been in the
el ection nood for the past two years because of the Opposition (parties)."



He said the Opposition had been canpai gning and putting up their flags
for two years now.
"They are hardworki ng people. Congratulations to them But | can see
their flags rotting already,"” he said.
( END)
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