19/ 06/ 1999

Dr M To execute a conspiracy agai nst Anwar is well-nigh inmpossible

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad sai d yesterday he never
conspired to overthrow his former deputy, Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi m
di sm ssi ng such accusati ons as "nonsense".

"I never conspired agai nst anyone includi ng agai nst other former Deputy
Prime Mnisters, Tengku Razal ei gh (Hanzah) and ot her Umo | eaders who fel
out or were dropped. On the contrary, | becane a victimof a conspiracy to
topple me," Dr Mahathir, who is also the Umo president said in his
address at the opening of the three-day Umo general assenbly at Dewan
Mer deka of the Putra Wirld Trade Centre in Kuala Lunpur.

Dr Mahathir said to conspire what he had been accused of doing "was not
sonething that is easy to carry out in secrecy" as many people woul d have
to be involved init.

"I have to get co-operation fromnmany police officers, prosecuting
of ficers including public prosecutors, many judges, nany nen and wonmen who
becane Anwar's victins, all Menteris Besar and Chief Mnisters, al
supreme council nmenbers and nmany ot hers who woul d have to be in the know
if this conspiracy is to succeed."

Dr Mahathir said it was inpossible for this conspiracy not to be public
know edge nont hs before Anwar was sacked given that in Ml aysia where
secrets were hard to keep, where poison pen letters in the Internet were
conmon.

"To hide a plot involving |lots of people conprising drivers, certain
worren, high ranking police officers, the Attorney-General's Chanbers and
the Judiciary is inpossible.”

Dr Mahathir said such a large conspiracy would surely be exposed and
spread wi dely nont hs before anything takes pl ace because "conspiracies
take a long tine to plan and for themto obtain the co-operation of many
who nust be invol ved

"Conspiraci es cannot happen instantly,"” he said, adding that no one
spoke and no poison pen letter witten to expose this conspiracy.

Dr Mahathir said until the day Anwar was expelled, there was no news on
hi mworking to stop Anwar from beconing Prime M nister

On the other hand, he added, it was public know edge that he had named
Anwar as his successor until the | ast nonent.

"Because of the belief that Anwar woul d succeed ne, many officers,
Menteris Besar and party |l eaders at all levels did not dare question any
actions or orders nade by Anwar.

"All were afraid of being victimsed when Anwar becones Prine Mnister."

Dr Mahathir said it could not be denied that allegations agai nst Anwar
were difficult to accept.

"As someone who appears to be pious, who can pass off as an "imam and
who delivers sernons, is he capabl e of despicable acts as charged in
court? Is it not inpossible that all police charges and actions were plots
initiated by the Prine M nister agai nst Anwar becom ng the Prine
M ni ster?"

Dr Mahat hir said confusion and | ack of belief against accusations
t owar ds Anwar were under st andabl e because he hinself did not believe a
report he received in 1993 on Anwar's m sdeneanours.

He still did not believe the accusations agai nst Anwar by Umrmi Hafil da
Al'i and Azi zan Abu Bakar of unnatural acts contained in a letter to him

In fact, he said he was relieved when police told himthat both Umm and



Azi zan retracted their accusations.

He said he only believed the truth of the allegations when the police,
after prelimnary investigations on the 50 Dalil book, subsequent to the
police report he made hinself, reported to himthat there was sonme truth
inthe allegations in the book.

Dr Mahathir said the police gave a clear explanation that he could no
| onger reject the allegations.

"But to convince nyself that there were no ill-intentions by anyone
agai nst Anwar, | called a few people nentioned in the police report for ne
to interview After that | could no |longer deny the truth of the
al | egati ons.

"If I, who had obtai ned proof and expl anation fromthe police then,
could doubt the truth of the allegations agai nst Anwar, what nore those
who nerely obtained the news through newspapers or explanati on from ot her
peopl e. "

(END)
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