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DRM | WLL NOT SH RK My RESPONSI Bl LI TI ES DESPI TE PERSONAL ATTACKS

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 16 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said he will not shirk his responsibilities to the country just
because the Opposition was wagi ng personal attacks agai nst him

" Yes, | can sulk. | can run away fromreality but if | do that, it
means |'mirresponsible, | value nyself nore or being personal than (ny)
duti es.

"I have duties (to perforn). As long as I"'mentrusted with the
responsibilities to carry out ny tasks, | will continue doing so. Just
because peopl e accuse nme, | feel disappointed, | feel people don't
appreciate me and so | sulk and I don't work, this to ne is an
irresponsible attitude,” he said referring to the Qpposition labelling him
as "Maha Firaun" (G eat Pharaoh) and "Maha Zalim' (G eat Qppressor).

The Prime Mnister was speaking in a special interviewwth TV3
tonight. Transcript of the interview was released to Bernana by the Prine
M nister's Ofice.

Saying that he was aware of the nanme-calling, Dr Mahathir said: "W are
all influenced by | abels and brands. When the brand is good although the
products are of inferior quality, we accept them as of good quality.

"If the brand is not good but the products are of quality, we still say
no quality. Hence, what is being done to ne is to |label me with a brand so
t hat whatever good I do, it will |ook bad," he said

Dr Mahathir recalled that he was once labelled as an "ultra" by certain
peopl e even for the noderate things he did.

The Prime Mnister said he was being | abell ed as a pharaoh and an
oppressor although there was no proof of himbeing cruel to anyone and
everyt hing was bei ng done according to the | aw.

"But by giving such labels, it will arouse hatred agai nst nme and
what ever | say will not be accepted. This is a political notive to topple
me. That's all,"” he said.

Dr Mahathir al so cormented on the existence of a cassette tape which
t he Qpposition clained was proof that he was anti-ul ama

"I"'maware of the tape. Contents of the tape are excerpts of ny speech
at the closing of a national-level religious function. In ny speech,
expl ai ned who actually can be recogni sed as an ul ama," he said.

Dr Mahathir said he had explai ned that not anybody can be accepted as
an ulama, nmore so the status of an ulama was so high to the extent of being
consi dered as the heir of Prophet Mihanmad.

"I accept ulamas but not all who claimto be one," he said.

According to him many people clainmng to be ul amas actually have ot her
interests besides religion such as political notives to the extent of
maki ng religious interpretations contrary to Islamc teachings.

Dr Mahathir said he expl ai ned ul amas were people |ike I mam Syafie, |nmam
Gnhazal i and others.

" In this country also there are people who are really know edgeable in
I sl am wi t hout any vested interests,” he said.

Since it was a cl osed-door neeting, any tape recording cannot be given
to others and it is clear "the person who stole the tape" had committed a
crime prohibited by Islam

"In Islam we know the penalty is very heavy for people who steal. But
it wll be heavier if after stealing, they cut off many sentences, nmany of
my words and inter-sperse with their conmments.



"By doing so, what |'ve said becones distorted. | did not say |I'm
anti-ulama or | don't accept ul amas but they purposely cut out certain
words in the tape recording so that people will be very angry when they
l[isten to it," he said.

Dr Mahathir said people who use religion for political interests were
danger ous because Islam ¢ teachings conveyed by them were inaccurate
according to the Holy Quran, hadis (sayings of Prophet Mihanmmad) and holy
books.

He cited an exanple of an opposition party |eader who was prepared to
say that even God uttered profanities just to defend the novel of an author
who is also the party's |ife nenber.

"Yes, | adnmit the God i ndeed condemmed Abu Lahab and ot hers. But
condemming and uttering profanities are different. That's why, | feel our
faith will be threatened if we do not keep to the true teachings of Islam"”
he sai d.

Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia needed ul anas with no vested interests,
genui nely honest in interpreting Islamc teachings and teach what was
actual ly preached by Islam

The Prime Mnister also refuted clains that he was a secul ar | eader who
was not comritted to propagate |Islamc teachings.

Asked what form of an Islam c country he proposed to create, Dr
Mahathir said: " If we want to establish an Islamc nation, it is not by
t he nunber of nobsques or our clothings, but with our abilities.

"Wthout forgetting the teachings of Islam religious obligations,
fardu ain, we also cannot ignore the needs and security of Mislins and
their abilities to defend thensel ves," he added.
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