22/ 05/ 1999

Dr M No nore Cabinet reshuffles until after polls

KOTA TINGG, Fri. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said there would be no
nmore Cabi net reshuffles until after the general election.

The Prime M nister said he also did not plan to nake any changes in the
State | eadership until then

Parliament has to be dissolved by April next year to nake way for the
next general el ection.

Dr Mahathir was replying to a question on whether there would be nore
changes to the Cabinet line-up before the coming general election at a
Press conference after a neet-the-people session at Felda Pengeli Tinur.

Al so present were Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul Ghani O hman and Deputy
Primary Industries M nister Datuk H shammuddi n Tun Hussei n.

Asked whet her the Opposition would use the Cabi net reshuffle announced
yesterday as an issue, the Prine Mnister said it was usual for themto do
So.

"I't was usual for the Qpposition to create issues."

On whet her the resignation of Datuk Seri Sabbaruddin Chik as Cul ture,
Arts and Tourism M ni ster and Dat uk Mbhaned Rahmat as Information M nister
reflected their ineffectiveness, Dr Mahathir said the nmatter did not
ari se.

"W nake changes when the need arises," he said.

Asked whet her there was any hidden notive to the reshuffle, Dr Mahathir
said there was none
"We are very open. Wien there is a need to carry out a reshuffle, we do
it."

Asked about the clainms by the Opposition that the Governnment's nove to
rai se the salary of 190, 000 teachers who were certificate hol ders under
the salary scale of D& was a political ginmck, he said it was pl anned
| ong ago.

He al so said the Qpposition had nothing good to say about what the
Gover nrrent di d.

"To them everything is bad.”

Asked i f the aggressiveness of the Umo Anti-Defamation Committee in
| odgi ng police reports was tantanount to stifling the freedom of
expression by the Opposition, Dr Mahathir said

"Looking fromthat aspect, it nay appear so. But it is necessary to
check the accusations by the Opposition.

"If we know that the Opposition |ikes to make basel ess accusations, we
need to expose them And the best way is to make police reports. Let them
substantiate their allegations."

On his assessnment of the Barisan Nasional in Johor, Dr Mahathir said the
support for BN fromthe people was very strong.

However, as the BN chairnman and Umo president, he said he had to visit
and neet party nenbers.

On whet her he woul d concentrate on States where BN was not strong, Dr
Mahat hir said he would do so, especially in places where the Qpposition
was trying to influence the people.

Asked on the nessages he delivered to the BN and Umo | eaders in Johor
during the cl osed-door sessions he had with themthis norning, Dr Mahathir
said he could not disclose them

( END)



	Dr M: No more Cabinet reshuffles until after polls (NST 22/05/1999)

