08/ 06/ 1999
Dr M CLOB will be treated separately

Pat vi nder Si ngh

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad yesterday nai ntai ned that
the Central Limit Oder Book issue will be treated separately from ot her
matters to be di scussed as a package by Ml aysi a and Si ngapore.

He said while the issues of water supply to Singapore and railway were
matters that the two governnents should deal with, CLOB was not.

"CLOB was not started by this Governnent (Ml aysia). W have never
participated in it and neither were we responsible for it. W do not see
why we shoul d be responsible for it now " Dr Mhathir said.

He was conmenting on Singapore Prinme M nister Goh Chok Tong's renarks
that the CLOB issue should not be |left out of the outstandi ng package of
i ssues between both nations.

Goh was quoted as saying: "You cannot just resolve the (bilateral)

i ssues as a package and | eave CLOB hangi ng. You can have two tracks, but
the end point nust be the sane."

Goh and fell ow ministers had said that the CLOB issue was initially on
t he agenda for discussions but was taken off at Dr Mahathir's request.

Bot h nations have held three neetings to negotiate the various
out st andi ng i ssues as a package, including water supply to Singapore and
the rel ocation of the Mal aysian Custons and Immigration facilities.
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