10/ 01/ 1999
Dr M Deputy will succeed me (HL)

Rashi d Yusof; Sarban Si ngh

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - After appointing a deputy yesterday, Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad said today his No. 2 would, by tradition, succeed himas
Prime Mnister.

"Normal |y the deputy becones ny successor,” the Prine Mnister said when
asked by reporters whet her new y-appoi nted Deputy Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Abdul  ah Ahmad Badawi woul d succeed him

He, however, alluded to the fact his previous three deputies did not
succeed him "So, nowadays | am scared of saying anything. But nornally,
yes."

To a related question, Dr Mahathir said in assessing the qualities of
his deputy, he had taken into account the need for party unity.

The announcenent of Abdul | ah's appoi ntnment cane after a three-hour
mont hly Umo suprene council neeting which decided to defer party el ection
schedul ed for the nmiddle of the year.

The Prime M nister said the defernent was made as nenbers did not want a
top-level party election too close to the general el ection which would be
hel d by next year

Today, during a visit to the Immgration headquarters at Pusat Bandar
Damansara, Dr Mahathir who is Umo president, said the next Unmo suprene
council polls would be held after the general el ection.

He said the general election nust be called within 16 nonths (the |ast
day of the current Dewan Rakyat's term), while the party polls would be
within 18 nonths of the Unnmo general assenbly.

"If the general assenbly is in June, we can hold the party el ection
anytime within 18 nonths thereafter.”

He added that the suprene council was now enpowered to fix dates for
party elections following | ast nonth's anendnents to the Umo
constitution. If need be, it could postpone the party polls when there was
such a situation like a general election |oom ng.

Dr Mahathir said Umo el ections at the branch | evel would be held in
April.

Expl ai ni ng his decision not to hold any other portfolios, he said this
was because the duties of Prinme Mnister had increased with the econom c
downt ur n.

He had al so previously del egated the task of visiting the States to his
deputy. "As aresult, | did not go to the States for some tine."

He said he would go to the States to neet nenbers of the party and the
public to explain the current political situation after Hari Raya.

This would be simlar to his visits last year to explain the econom c
crisis.

Dr Mahathir, who has vacated his Home Mnister's post in favour of
Abdul | ah, al so appoi nted Special Functions M nister Tun Dai m Zai nuddin to
t ake over the Finance Mnistry from him

For today's function, Dr Mahathir said this was his first visit to the
| mmi grati on headquarters since becomng Prine Mnister in 1981, for which
he apol ogi sed.

Drawi ng appl ause fromthe officers, he said: "Everytinme | needed a
passport, there was soneone doing it for ne."

( END)
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