16/ 03/ 1999

Dr M | had hoped to testify in Anwar's corruption tria

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said he
had been hoping that he would be called to testify at Datuk Seri Anwar
| brahim s corruption trial

The Prime Mnister said by testifying in court, he would be able to
expl ain "what had actual |l y happened and how he became convi nced" by the
al | egati ons.

Speaking in an interview with Bl oonberg Tel evi si on whi ch was aired over
Astro today, Dr Mahathir, when asked whether he felt relief at not having
to testify or whether he had been | ooking forward to appear as a wi tness,
said he thought it would be good for himto testify.

"I wanted to testify ... Wiat they did was to ask ne questions ... to
ask ne to wite down ny answers ... (but) |I feel (that) nothing I wite
woul d be adequate," he said, referring to the request by Anwar's defence
counsel for himto give a signed statenent.

"I will have to speak in the court itself and explain actually what
happened because one of the questions was how did | becone convinced and
that is a long process and you cannot wite it down on paper,"” Dr Mahathir
sai d.

Dr Mahathir was on the list of witnesses in the trial but |ast week the
defence decided not to call himto the w tness stand.

Asked whet her he was surprised by the way events had unfolded in Anwar's
trial, the Prine Mnister replied that he was not surprised by it but he
was surprised by the way the proceedi ngs had been goi ng.

"I amsurprised at the way the proceedi ngs have been goi ng because never
inthe history of this country has a trial dragged on for so long with
ni ne | awyers defendi ng the defendant and such coverage of a trial that has
never been seen in Ml aysia, both |ocal and foreign

"That is what surprises nme. And what surprises ne nost, despite al
these, we are accused of not having a fair trial

"l don't know what is a fair trial if this is not one," he added.

On the possibility of Anwar's wife Datin Seri Dr Wan Azi zah Wan |snail
chal I engi ng hi min Kubang Pasu, the Prine Mnister's parlianmentary
constituency, he said that it was her right.

"This is a denocratic country, they can contest anywhere and if they
want to contest in ny constituency, they are welconed. It's their right."

Dr Mahathir was al so asked where he would see hinself in the future in
terms of his retirement and | egacy, to which he replied:

"Well, | should have retired | ast year but ny deputy let nme down. But |
am | ooking forward to retiring as soon as | carry out nmy responsibilities
and put things right before handing over to ny successor," he said.

When asked whet her he felt vindicated followi ng the introduction of
selective capital controls now that the Kuala Lunpur Stock Exchange
Conposite I ndex had recovered by 100 per cent fromits |low of 262.70 in
Sept enber | ast year, Dr Mahathir said that's what he felt.

"Al'l the indices show that we have done well ... and when you | ook
around Mal aysia, which is better than just | ooking at the indices, you
will find that the people have a good life here," he added.

Asked on the neasures to restore investors' confidence, Dr Mahathir said
the investors were still coming in.

"There are two types of foreign investors. There are those who invest in
productive capacities and those who have never been put off by currency



control or otherw se.

"They are conming in ... they are still investing big noney, running into
billions of dollars in petrochemicals, for exanple.

"But there are investors who are short termby nature. They cone into
the share market and they can destabilise the econony by short selling and
depress the val ue of shares.

"So while we expect foreign investors to come in, we ook nore to those
who want to invest in the long term" he added.

( END)
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