21/ 12/ 1999

Dr M Meeting is valid

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said
today that the first nmeeting of the 10th Parlianent is valid and
consti tutional

He added he had every right as the Prine Mnister in the caretaker
Governnent at the tine to advise the Yang di-Pertuan Agong on the
Parliament neeting.

"It does not say in the Constitution that | do not have the authority to
advise the King ... the PMin an interimor caretaker Government has the
sanme powers as the PMat other tinmes.

“"If I did not have the right to advise the King then, what is the point
of having a caretaker Governnent? Sone countries have car et aker
Governnents for six nonths," he said when refuting Opposition clains that
the nmeeting had been inproperly summoned.

He was speaking at a Press conference at the Parlianent | obby after the
swearing-in cerenony was disrupted by the Qpposition's antics.

Dr Mahathir said he was di sappoi nted and sad that they indul ged in
"street brawling" at Parlianent, wi thout any care for rules and
regul ati ons.

He said he tried to explain but they nade a | ot of noise.

"They did not respect the Speaker and refused to sit when asked to," he
sai d, adding that the Speaker was the one given the authority to arbitrate
and rmake rulings.

The Opposition staged a 90-m nute wal kout in the m dst of the swearing-
in cerenony as they clainmed the neeting was sunmoned unconstitutionally.

They based their case on the fact that the King was advi sed by the
Cabi net on the Parlianent nmeeting before it (Cabinet) was formally forned.

"This is not the first time the Opposition has staged a wal kout in
Parliament, but this is the first tinme they have done such a thing even
before being sworn in."

Dr Mahathir believed that DAP national chairman LimKit Siang was the
puppet mast er behi nd t he wal kout .

This, he said, was because Limwas the first one to bring up the matter.
"He no | onger has a seat in Parlianent and is trying to influence the
ot hers.

"If Kit Siang did not bring the issue up, the others - sone of whomare
new (MPs) - will not bring it up. But he (Lim pulls the strings, and they
foll ow "

What the Opposition should have done if they were not satisfied with the
validity of the neeting, he said, was to forward a noti on of objection.

"This can then be debated in accordance to procedure. But they did not
do this...when the Speaker said “sudahl ah' and " dudukl ah', they did not
heed his orders."

Dr Mahathir said the Opposition should give their co-operation to the
Governnent. "This is because we have reached the end of the year and need
to approve a Budget for next year.

"COt herwi se, we cannot spend noney. This is inportant for the nmanagenent
of the country.

"The Opposition shoul d be co-operative but instead they want to squabbl e
over things like this. They care only of their own interpretation of the
regul ations.”

The reason the Qpposition behaved the way they did, the Prinme M nister



surm sed, was just to "show off their strength".

"They do not understand what is in the Constitution and want to create a
di st urbance.

"They know this is inportant. |f the Budget (Bill to nake provision for
expendi ture next year) is not passed, we cannot give the people their pay,
and this includes the MPs."

The Prime M nister said the Opposition placed greater priority on their

role as nenbers of Opposition parties, when they should al so be concerned
about the country's welfare and interests.
(END)
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