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Dr Ms China visit reaffirms KL-Beijing ties

Kamarul Yunus in Beijing

BEI JI NG China and Mal aysi a are geographi cally thousands of kil onetres
apart but people fromboth countries need not worry about adjusting their
wat ches when they visit either nation. The reason is that both countries
have the sane tine zone

This is one of the simlarities that both Mal aysia and Chi na share,

apart fromthe fact that the forefathers of the Ml aysian Chi nese
community hail fromthe land which is famous for its "Great Vll", one of
t he Seven Wonders of the World.

Such simlarities should serve as a platformto forge greater

cooperation and rel ati ons between the peoples of the two countries, whose
rel ati ons date back sone 500 years.

The cordial relationship between the Chinese and the Mal ays actual ly

grew stronger during the Mal acca Sul tanate period but deteriorated when
Western powers cane to colonise the land in the 16th Century.

It was only when the | ate Tun Abdul Razak, Ml aysia's second Prine

M nister, visited China in 1974 that friendshi p and cooperation between
the two countries were revived. Since then, significant progress has been
achieved with ties between the two countries growi ng stronger.

Initially, cooperation was limted to trade but spread | ater to other
fields such as i nvestnent, education, tourismand air services.

These cordial and nutual relations were evident during the three-day
working visit by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad whi ch began
| ast Wednesday.

Dr Mahathir's visit this year, his fifth to China after taking the hel m
of the prine mnistership about 18 years ago, is considered inportant as
it comrenmorates the Silver Jubil ee anniversary of Ml aysi a- Chi na
diplomatic relations (the official celebration was on May 31).

At the end of his visit last Friday, the Prine Mnister said a | ot of
progress had been nade in terns of forging closer ties with China in the
past 25 years.

Dr Mahat hir, however, stressed that there is roomfor inprovenment and
urged China to work with Ml aysia and ot her East Asian econonies to

weat her what ever chall enges that |ie ahead, as well as grab the
opportunities available in the next m |l ennium

It is crucial for China to play a | eading role anong Asian countri es,

and Mal aysia in particular, views China as a superpower in the region.
"I'n Mal aysia, we are watching China's progress very closely because it
has great inportance for the devel opnent of our country,” Dr Mahathir had
said prior to the official neeting with Chinese Prem er Zhu Rongji during
his visit.

The region's financial and economic turnoil, which had affected the
econom es of East and Sout h- East Asian countries in the past two years has
taught Asians they need to unite and face challenges. In this regard,

Mal aysi a considers China's influence as an inportant factor not only in
the region's stability but also the economic field.

Admitting that Mal aysia seeks China's support to formalise the pending
East Asi an Econonic Caucus (EAEC), Dr Mahathir said he feels the financial
and econonic crisis affecting East Asian econonies coul d have been avoi ded
if such a forumhad been formalised earlier.

"l cannot hel p but feel that had there been an EAEC conpri si ng Asean
(Associ ati on of Sout h-East Asian Nations) countries plus China, Japan and



Sout h Korea which nmet frequently to discuss issues pertinent to the
region, the first recourse for Thailand, I|Indonesia and South Korea woul d
not have been the I MF (International Mnetary Fund) but the EAEC," he had
sai d.
Dr Mahathir al so enphasi sed the inportance of realising the Japan-
initiated proposed Asi an Mnetary Fund (AMF), which was shot down earlier
by the US and | M~. Japan revived the idea recently and such a proposa
will do Asia good, with China' s backing.
Mal aysi a al so hopes that with Chinese cooperation as well as that of
ot her East and Sout h- East Asian nations, there will be a stronger regiona
voi ce which can call on devel oped nations to work towards a new gl oba
financial architecture
Beijing can al so work with other East Asian countries in areas such as
sci ence and i nformati on technol ogy, setting up Asian nedia, restructuring
the UN Security Council, pronoting the Asean Regi onal Forum and buil di ng
t he East Asian community of comon peace and prosperity.
Dr Mahathir's visit also reaffirnmed greater cooperation between Ml aysi a
and China. Indeed, the approval given by the Chinese Government to
Mal aysia to open a consul ate office in Shanghai will encourage nore
peopl e-t o- peopl e contacts as well as business |inks between Ml aysi a and
China. At present, visas are issued at the consulate office in Guangzhou
and the Ml aysi an enbassy in Beijing.
According to statistics, the consulate in Guangzhou and enbassy in
Beijing issued a total of 263,950 visas to Chinese nationals |ast year,
agai nst 220,284 in the previous year. Such figures show nore Chinese
nationals are visiting Ml aysi a.
Besi des t he openi ng of consul ate offices, Malaysia's ties with China
received a further boost, follow ng the signing of four docunents during
Dr Mahathir's visit. Three of the docunents were on a governnent-to-
governnent basis, while one related to the private sector
Two of the three government-to-governnment docunents signed were
menor anduns of under st andi ng on cooperation in sciences and engi neeri ng,
while the private sector initiative pertained to the devel opnent of forest
pl antati ons and setting up a pulp and paper mll in Sabah costing about
US$1.2 billion (US$1 = RMB. 80).
Signed on a different occasion, was the menorandum of undertandi ng
bet ween Padi beras Nasi onal Bhd (Bernas) and the China National Credit
Cereals, O ls and Foodstuffs Inmport and Export Corporation or Cofco on
counter barter trade ained at increasing bilateral trade between both
countries.
Dr Mahathir's visit to China has certainly been very successful and
fruitful, and China and Ml aysi a have taken sone concrete neasures to
boost ties and can | ook ahead to greater and cl oser collaboration in the
new m || enni um
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