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Dr M W need peace for progress

Ram an Sai d; Sarban Si ngh

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said
the Governnment will not be able to help the people if there is no peace in
the country.

When there was peace, it would be the people who woul d benefit as the
Governnent coul d concentrate on devel opi ng the country.

"That's why it is inportant for us to ensure |ong-lasting peace in the
country ... such a situation will attract investnment, nore jobs will be
created for the people, higher wages and there woul d be plenty of business
opportunities."

Dr Mahat hir was speaking at a cerenpny today to hand over keys to buyers
of | ow cost houses at the Taman Bunga Raya project at Bukit Beruntung.

It was the intention of the Government to help the people but it would
not be able to do so if there were disturbances and riots.

Dr Mahathir said those who bought units at the project would benefit as
their properties would appreciate in the future.

"I amconfident that in 10 to 15 years, the value of these RW5, 000
units will increase many tines. So, actually, you are nmaking a profitable
i nvest ment . "

He al luded to cases of Felda settlers who becane nmillionaires after
selling |l and bought at only RVb0, 000 many years ago.

The Prime Mnister al so advised buyers to keep their houses and
surroundi ngs clean and attractive, stressing that the old lifestyle like
drying clothes on windows in front of the houses nust be changed.

As peopl e of a devel oping country, they should opt for a lifestyle which
was nore confortabl e.

At a Press conference |ater, Dr Mahathir said the Governnment would build
| ow- cost houses for rent in the Federal Territory.

However, they woul d not be of the RMR5,000 type, considering their
|l ocation inthe city centre.

Dr Mahathir said the Government was still not satisfied with the
construction of houses especially for the | owincone group.

At the cerenpny, Dr Mahathir presented a nock key to 10 buyers
representing the 2,935 buyers in the project.

The Prime M nister also | aunched the Mawar Apartnent, another project by
the Enkay Group of Companies and a fresh fish kiosk and | aunderette.

The ki osk, run by Fisherman's Best Sdn Bhd, is a joint venture between
Jurunuda Sdn Bhd and Maj ui kan Sdn bhd. The | aunderette i s owned by
Jurunuda, which is a wholly-owned subsidiary of Edaran O onpbil Nasi onal.

Enkay, which has been in the property devel opnment business for the | ast
16 years, has built 11,600 housing units of various types with total sales
of about RMB25 million. It hopes to | aunch another 10,000 units this year
with sales estimated at RML billion.

In Taman Bunga Raya al one, the conpany has sold 5,898 houses val ued at
RWV35 mllion of which 3,594 were | ow cost units.

Sel angor Menteri Besar Datuk Abu Hassan Qmar congratul ated the conpany
for conpleting the housing project ahead of schedul e.

"t her devel opers must emul at e Enkay whi ch has managed to conplete this
proj ect ahead of schedul e despite the unfavourabl e econonic conditions."

The State CGovernnent had signed an agreenent with Enkay in 1995 to build
50, 000 | ow cost hones in the State under a cross-subsidi sation schene to
nmeet the demand for | ow cost units.



Enkay executive chairman Dat uk Must apha Kamal Abu Bakar said the conpany
had managed to undertake the Tanman Bunga Raya project as it was al so
carrying out several other projects el sewhere.

Anong these are the Damansara Damai project in Sungai Bul oh (Petaling
district), Damansara Perdana (Petaling Jaya), Bukit Merah Laket own
(Tai pi ng, Perak), Langkawi Lagoon (Langkawi ) and Cyberia (Cyberjaya).
These ventures had allowed it to "cross-subsidise" its | owcost and
af f or dabl e housi ng proj ects.
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