23 NOV 1999
Mahat hi r - BN
DR M COOPERATI ON AMONG BN COVPONENTS CRUCI AL TO FORM STRONG GOVT

KOTA KI NABALU, Nov 23 (Bernanmm) -- Cl ose cooperation anong Barisan
Nasi onal (BN) component parties in this election is crucial as the
coalition is facing straight fights in 153 of the 193 parlianmentary seats
at stake.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said they shoul d al so
provide full support to BN candidates in efforts to forma strong
gover nnent .

"W can secure a two-thirds majority in Parlianment by winning 128 seats
but we want nore. If we win with a sinple mgjority, we can only forma weak
government," he said when addressing the State BN el ecti on nachi nery here
t oni ght .

Dr Mahathir said a weak government cannot make deci sions for the
peopl e' s wel | - bei ng.

For instance, the inposition of capital controls to revive the
depressed econony was possible as Mal aysia had a strong government, said Dr
Mahat hir, who is al so BN chai r man.

He said the party's victory was paranount than the candi date.

"It is BNthat is contesting...the people we field as a candidate is
the BN," he said.

Dr Mahathir said BN would ose or win with a slimmgjority w thout the
support of conponent parti es.

He al so urged the coalition's election workers to ensure BN supporters
cone out to vote on polling day.

He said many BN supporters did not bother to come out to cast their
ball ots thinking that the coalition would definitely win the el ection.

"It's our responsibility to take the voters to the polling centres to
vote," he added.
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