01/ 08/ 1999
Dr M Refrain fromissues which threaten party integrity

A. Kat hirasen; M K. Megan

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - The Prime Mnister today advised Indians not to

hi ghlight issues that lead to the defeat of M C candi dates at the genera
el ection as this could | eave the community wi thout representation in
Gover nnent .

Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad said | ndi ans shoul d not blane the Barisan
Nasi onal or other races if such a situation arose.

"Let us not have | ndi ans who purposely | ook for issues to be blown up to
threaten the integrity of the MC

"I'F M C candi dates | ose, maybe the Governnent will not have a
representative fromthe Indian comunity init. Do not blame the BN or
other races if this happens,"” he said when opening the 53rd annual
del egates conference at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre.

The Prinme Mnister was earlier given a grand wel cone by del egates | ed by
M C president Datuk Seri S. Sany Vel l u.

A decorated unbrella simlar to those used in ancient Indian courts for
ki ngs was held over Dr Mahathir as he entered the building to the
acconpani ment of traditional I|ndian nusic and dances.

Al so present were Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahnmad Badaw
and heads of BN conponent parties, including MCA president Datuk Seri Dr
Ling Liong Sik and Gerakan president Datuk Seri Dr LimKeng Yaik

Dr Mahat hir said Governnent programmes were ai med at ensuring social,
econom ¢ and political justice by taking the interest of all races into
consi derati on.

He said M C | eaders and nenbers shoul d understand the way the BN
gover nnent handl ed raci al probl ens.

Poi nti ng out weaknesses inherent in the Cpposition, the BN chairman said
that it was the choice of Indians.

He said the Opposition was getting together just for the general
el ection and woul d break up after the polls.

He said the Opposition was only interested in obtaining nore seats and
not in formng a Governnment to inplenent devel opnent progranmes for the
nati on.

"I amconfident that the MCw Il continue to give its co-operation and
wor k harder to ensure harnony and racial unity so that the BN Gover nnment
can continue to develop the country for Ml aysians, including the Indian
conmuni ty.

"There is no other choice for the Indian comunity other than the BN to
fight for its aspirations and hopes and that of their children and
grandchildren in the future in this fortunate country."

Dr Mahat hir said opposition parties had al ready shown their intolerant
attitude.

While they wanted the BN to be liberal, he said, they had threatened to
close all newspapers and TV and radio stations that did not support them

"Their Governnent will definitely be a dictatorial governnent which wll
not allow freedom of speech and newspapers run by the Qpposition.

"Al'l other types of freedomw |l also be taken away by them WII the
I ndi an conmmunity be nore free under an Cpposition governnent?

"W know the DAP, for exanple, belongs to LimKit Siang and his famly.
No one can oppose him Kit Siang's dynasty will control the DAP forever.
Indians in the DAP can only stay there if they support Kit Siang."

He hoped Indians will not be taken in by the pronises of the DAP and the



Qpposition coalition.

Dr Mahathir noted that |Indians played a crucial role in ensuring a BN
Wwin in constituencies where Malay or Chinese voters were the majority.

He said the M C could provide the "casting vote" where the BN candi date
fought an Opposition candidate fromthe Malay or Chi nese comunity.

He said there was no constituency where the Indians voters were in the
maj ority.

"The Indian community is split into too many political parties.
Therefore, M C candi dates need the support of Ml ay and Chi nese voters."

He said Mal ay and Chi nese candidates will support M C candi dates just as
I ndi an voters support BN candi dates fromother racial backgrounds.

Dr Mahathir praised MC president Sany Vellu and his "excel |l ent
| eadershi p” to | oud appl ause fromthe 1,350 del egates and 4, 500- odd
observers.

"Truly, Sany is not a politician who can be easily matched. He is
cour ageous, vocal and, wi thout being shy or hesitant, voices his views in
a straight-forward manner an open nmanner even though sonetines it is
controversi al

"OGther than his ability to |l ead an inportant mnistry, we acknow edge
his ability over the years to bring progress to the Indian comunity so
that it can be on the sanme standing as the other races."

He said the Governnment had nmanaged to hel p the Indian comunity even
t hough the party only had one mnister in the Cabinet as Sany Vellu al ways
fought for the rights of the community at Cabi net neetings.
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