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Dr M Many university lecturers poisoning nmnds of students

Azm M Anshar; Zubai dah Abu Bakar

GURUN, Mon. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad said many | ecturers were
poi soning the minds of university students with what he described as
ridicul ous rhetoric.

The Prime Mnister said the problemwas prevalent in all universities
but particularly acute in the International Islamc University which was
set up to aid Muslimstudents.

"Unfortunately, during the period when sonebody was the president there,
they had been influenced by this political view " he said.

Dr Mahat hir dism ssed any form of Governnent action agai nst the students
al t hough they had breached the Universities and University Coll eges Act.

If action was taken, the world would cl ai m Mal aysi a was oppressi ve and
di sal l owed political freedom he said.

These peopl e woul d be allowed to speak to the students although the
Gover nnent knew t hey were supported by foreigners, he added.

Sone university lecturers also allowed outsiders to enter the canpuses,
and eat and sl eep there before they spoke.

The | ecturers, he said, openly encouraged this kind of outside
interference because it was inpossible for the universities to supervise
their activities.

Dr Mahathir said the "poisoning" of the students' ninds had a very
negative effect.

"Now | find that these students have a cl osed mi nd, they have been
totally brai nwashed by these people who got there and slept there with the
students,” he said. "If we go there, we will disturb thembut these
unscrupul ous peopl e underni ned and brai nwashed t hem day and night."

Dr Mahathir rem nded the students they were spending public noney and
that the Governnent subsidised as nuch as 90 per cent of the cost of their
educat i on.

He urged themto return to their books as their exam nation results had
deteri orat ed.

The poor results were not surprising, given the kind of propaganda, not
religious but political, propagated to them he said.

"The students never get enough sleep,” he said. "They can't study and
you see their results. To those who were involved in the denonstrati ons,
want to know how many passed their exam nations.”

Dr Mahat hir acknow edged that the situation may worsen but the
Governnent would try to approach the students and urge themto at | east
remenber "basi ¢ hunan behavi our".

"They are Muslimstudents," he said, "and while |Islamteaches us to be
grateful, the students are taught otherw se."

Dr Mahathir said forner Abi mpresident Dr Sidik Fadhil was one of the
| ecturers who had been brai nwashing the students. "I got a copy of what he
said."

"He was teaching students about I|slamic history and he was naking a
reference to the firaun (pharaoh), Nanrud, and obviously making a
reference to the Governnent and ne. (To then), | amthe nahafiraun.

"That is the kind of teaching that we get frompeople with so-called
religious know edge. Inlslam it is quite clear you don't go around
accusi ng peopl e of being a firaun because if you do that, you yourself
will becone one."

Dr Mahathir reveal ed Sidik's action while addressi ng Mbodenas workers and



visitors prior to launching the Mddenas Jaguh, the second nati onal
nmot orcycl e project, at the conpany's pl ant.
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