07/ 07/ 1999
Dr M | won't bite Opposition bait

Pat vi nder Si ngh
KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad today
said he would not be pressured into calling for an early general el ection.

"I amnot a fish. Gven bait, | won't bite. |I rmake nmy own deci sion at ny
own tine. Don't try to bait nme," he told reporters after |aunching the
Si emens Future Lab at the Kuala Lumpur City Centre.

He was asked to comment on calls by the Opposition for an early el ection
to prove that Barisan Nasional was confident of w nning.

Dr Mahathir said there was plenty of time to call for the genera
el ection.

"We don't hold elections for the sake of holding el ections. W can keep
themrunning until they are restless. W are not running, we are just
mar ki ng tine," he added.

Dr Mahathir, who is Barisan Nasional chairman, said despite efforts by
the Opposition parties to hoist flags throughout the country, they would
not win the el ection.

"We' Il see how nany flags they can put up. Their flags will be in shreds
before the election. And they will have no nore flags to fly," he said,
addi ng that the Qpposition was wel cone to put up nore fl ags.

Asked whet her Umo woul d take nore action follow ng the expul sion of
Tunpat Umo di vi si on head Dat uk Kamaruddi n Jaafar and several other
menbers yesterday, Dr Mahathir, who is also the party president, said Umo
woul d expel any nenber if there was basis to do so.

"We have received many reports and if we find that there is basis, we
will take action,” he said.

He sai d Kamaruddi n was expel | ed because his actions were not in keeping
with his position as a party | eader.

"He asked for |eave as division head which has not happened before. And
he was not present during the delegates' conference. His action is not in
line with that of a division head,” Dr Mbhathir said.

"Menmbers nust show their loyalty to the party. W take into
consi deration their actions.”

Kamaruddi n and ei ght others were expelled by the Umo suprene counci
| ast night for collaborating with or having joined Opposition parties. Six
ot hers were asked to show cause why di sciplinary action should not be
t aken agai nst them

Asked whet her such expul sions would affect BN s preparations for the
el ection, Dr Mahathir said it would not have any effect as the nunber
i nvol ved was very snal |

He said the nunber that left the party this tinme was small conpared with
1987 when many Umo | eaders including those at the top |evel left the
party to foll ow Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah (who set up Parti Mel ayu Sermangat
46) .

On Tengku Razal ei gh's forecast that the general election wuld be held
at the end of August or early Septenber, he said: "It is speculation."

( END)
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