22/ 07/ 1999
Dr M Barisan is needed to achi eve devel oped status

Rashi d Yusof

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - As the general election |oons, Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad said the Bari san Nasi onal needs to remain in power because there
is alot nore to be done in achi eving devel oped nation's status.

He said this was about responsibility and pursuing a vision, not about
clinging to power.

The Prime M nister added that after charting progress step-by-step, the
nation had reached a very chall engi ng era brought about by the Information
Age.

"Now, there is a need for a total change in perspectives towards the
wor |l d around us, society, the way we rule and the way we do business," he
told a Wanita BN gathering at the Putra World Trade Centre

He said in this context, the ruling coalition had the know edge and
experience to carry on with the unfinished work. Making sure the people
have know edge, conpetency and professional qualities to neet the
chal | enges of | T, was one exanple, he said.

"W have much to do ... not greed to hold on to power forever but we
have a vision. W have a huge responsibility ... we cannot neglect this
responsibility," he said.

Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahmad Badawi was present.

Providing a conparison with the opposition alliance, Dr Mahathir said BN
was not a fly-by-night party and described the ruling coalition as "an
al liance for nation-building."

"Qur marriage is pernanent,"” he said to the appl ause of the audi ence.

He said the opposition parties canme together for the election but did
not present their programe for the various problens facing the society.
He nentioned H V and dadah, among ot hers.

Dr Mahathir stressed in his speech the need for BN to cl ose ranks once
seat allocation and candi dates were deci ded.

He told reporters later that the ruling coalition has not started
negoti ati ons on seat allocation, saying that this would not be a probl em

Asked to expand on BN s unfini shed devel opnent agenda, the Prine
M ni ster said devel opment of a country took a long tine and the nation has
made good progress.

"Unfortunately, we have not yet becone a fully devel oped country," he
said. "Certain parts of the country are now fully devel oped as poi nted out
by nenbers of the International Advisory Panel the Miltinmedi a Super
Corridor who, when here, recently said Mal aysia was a devel oped country.

"OfF course, they were in Kuala Lunpur, Cyberjaya, Putrajaya and al
t hat .

"But there are parts which are not so devel oped. W are concerned for
our people and we want to work for them™

( END)
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