21/ 06/ 1999
Dr M Coments about Anwar not in contenpt of court

Lokman Mansor

UWMNO president and Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad yesterday
defended his right to speak about Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim s behavi our
particularly to answer the allegations nade agai nst himby his former
deputy.

In his closing address at the 53rd Umo General Assenbly in Kual a

Lurmpur, Dr Mahathir said his comrents about Anwar when opening the
assenbly |l ast Friday were not in contenpt of court.

"Unfortunately there are attenpts to scare me into not giving nmy views,
so that certain people's interests are protected. There is al ready
pressure on ne that | should be inprisoned because | made a speech," he
sai d.

The Hi gh Court has allowed the defence in Anwar's on-goi ng sodony trial
to file an application to conmt the Prinme Mnister to prison for
contenpt, followi ng his speech at the general assenbly.

"I did not insult the court. | was careful in witing my speech and only
read what was witten. | did not refer to anything about the ongoing court
case. | only spoke about what happened which | have know edge of," he

sai d.

Dr Mahathir said he hopes he is given an opportunity to clarify

al | egati ons nmade agai nst himduring Anwar's court proceedi ngs, nore so
when the allegations are not related to the charges Anwar faced.

"I gave a witten adm ssion to Anwar's |awers that | was willing to be
called as a witness. But they only asked ne to nmake a witten statenent.
This is a conplicated nmatter and there is no way | can wite all that
needs to be answered, so | told Anwar's lawers that | will answer all
guestions in court.

"Unfortunately Anwar and his | awers chose not to call nme to the court

to be questioned. That was their choice, not mne," he added.

Dr Mahathir said what is disappointing is that after not being called,

he was said to be afraid of answering the questions posed to him

"l have a choice to answer any questions posed to ne in the court. That
is my choice. If | don't want to give witten answers | can be called to
court, but I was not called,” he added.

Dr Mahathir said Anwar, on the other hand, is free to send letters out

of prison and nake statements not only about his case but also insult the
process of law, court proceedi ngs and nake charges of a conspiracy.

"And what about the people and nedia who openly prai se Anwar and say he
is innocent, that the courts are unfair? They claimthat the courts had
predetermned Anwar's guilt, which is an attenpt to pressure the courts to
pass a verdict of not guilty.

"Yes, | admit | tal ked about Anwar's behavi our and norals, but not about
the case currently being heard. There are other aspects. H's poor norals
make hi munsuitable to beconme Prine Mnister, Deputy Prinme M nister or
even an Umo nenber," he said, and proceeded to give sone exanpl es.

Dr Mahathir said Anwar is sonmeone who knows how to use psychol ogy to get
people to support him One way is to scare peopl e about their position.
"He often tells people that whatever people tell me | will eventually
tell him So people are scared to tell ne anything about Anwar. Actually I
don't tell himat all. But I know he has an effective network of spies. He
knows ny schedul e, who | neet," he added.

Dr Mahat hir sai d when anyone tells himsonethi ng about soneone el se he



prefers to keep it to hinself. He said he will only believe what he is
tol d when he receives the sane information fromat |east three different
sour ces.
Dr Mahathir said Anwar had even rel eased a statement responding to his
openi ng speech at the Umo general assenbly, but was clever enough not to
sign the witten statenent so that he could deny witing it later.
Reading froma copy of the letter, Dr Mahathir said Anwar all eges, anong
others, that the Prinme Mnister asked Petroliam Nasi onal (Petronas) to
give RM billion to his son, Mrzan; that he went ahead w th wasteful
mega- projects including the Prime Mnister's residence in Putrajaya; and,
that he insulted the ul ana.
Dr Mahathir then described how each of the allegations was fal se. The
sal e of shipping vessel s by Konsortium Perkapal an Bhd (KPB), of which
Mrzan is a director, to Petronas subsidiary M SC was actually at a | oss
to KPB.
He sai d i ndependent val uers had put the value of the assets at US$313
mllion (US$1 = RMB. 80), but M SC had actually paid US$224 mllion for the
vessel s.
"Actually KPB had earlier received an offer froma Chi nese conpany which
woul d have paid nore, but | told Mrzan that this is a Bum putera conpany
and that he should not sell it to a Chinese conpany," Dr Mahathir said.
He said the Iist of share allocations released by the Mnistry of
Fi nance al so proves who had actually benefited during the period that
Anwar was Fi nance M nister.
On the Prime Mnister's residence in Putrajaya, Dr Mahat hir said Anwar
was responsi ble for selecting the contractors and paynents. The desi gn of
t he house, which has six roons for children, also shows that it is
i ntended for Anwar's use, not his.
"He (Anwar) was against building a residence for the Deputy Prine
M ni ster in Putrajaya because he wanted to nove there as Prinme Mnister.
Per haps he did not even intend to have a deputy,” he said.
On the ulama, Dr Mahathir said not everyone who clainms to be an ulama is
know edgeabl e in Islam There are those who interpret Islammerely to
satisfy their own vested i nterest.
"If you tell me that soneone who says God uses profanity is an ulama, |
cannot accept that, even if he is the president of a party that professes
to be Islamc," he said.
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