07/ 11/ 1999
Dr M Be thankful for good fortune

Leong Shen-|

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad t oday
sai d Mal aysi ans shoul d preserve the tol erance which they have practised
and nurtured all this while so that harnmony between the various
comunities and the wel |l -being of the country can conti nue.

In his Deepavali nessage, Dr Mahathir said Ml aysi ans shoul d be thankf ul
for the good fortune they have enjoyed.

They shoul d al so take the opportunity of the Deepavali celebrations to
visit each other's houses and cel ebrate the occasion with friends.

Dr Mahathir said this year's Deepavali cel ebrati ons woul d be nore joyous
conpared to the past two as the country had freed itself fromthe economc
crisis which hit the region in 1997.

"W shoul d be proud because the steps taken to protect our econony from
bei ng mani pul ated by currency traders and sharenmarket specul ators were of
our own."

He said many predicted that the country woul d descend i nto chaos because
of the currency and capital control neasures which were introduced.

"However, it is clear their predictions and clainms were totally wong
and the steps taken by the Governnment were successful in overcom ng the
econonic crisis, so nmuch so that those who criticised us now have to admt
we were indeed right."

Whi | e wi shing Mal aysi ans a Happy Deepavali, Dr Mahat hir said he hoped
the festival of lights, which symbolised the victory of good over evil,
woul d be happily cel ebrated by all

Meanwhi | e, Gerakan president Datuk Seri Dr LimKeng Yai k said Ml aysi ans
were a uni que exanple to the world with their tol erance, understandi ng and
open-m nded society, which enabl ed the country to enjoy peace, prosperity,
stability and harnony.

"In wishing all H ndus a Happy Deepaval i, Gerakan fervently prays for
the goodwi I |, prosperity, peace and harnony for the Hi ndu faithful as well
as Mal aysi ans of other faiths."
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