08/ 06/ 1999
Don't succunb to dirty tactics, warns Mahathir

Kamar ul Yunus

MALAYSI ANS shoul d not succunb to the opposition's dirty tactics but decide
for thensel ves who they want to head the governnent, Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mphamad sai d.

Anticipating that the comi ng general election will be the dirtiest in

the country's history, Dr Mahathir said there are already signs that the
opposition parties are deploying such tactics to garner votes.

"The opposition will resort to all sorts of threats and instigations.

Not only that, they are being assisted by foreign mani pulators and their
nmedi a," he told newsnen after opening the annual general neeting of the
Peopl e's Progressive Party (PPP) in Kuala Lunpur yesterday.

Dr Mahathir said the election would be nade even dirtier as the

opposi tion had sanctioned vulgarity and cursing, and they had al ready
enbar ked on such action in their ceranah

On the converse, the Prine Mnister said the ruling party, Barisan

Nasi onal (BN) will not resort to dirty tactics and will not seek

assi stance fromforeigners to gain voters' confidence.

"W woul d not seek the help of foreigners as the party believed the
peopl e were proud of their freedomand woul d choose a party free of the
mani pul ati on of foreign powers," he said.

Dr Mahat hir, who is BN chairnman, was asked to el aborate on his earlier
remarks in his opening speech about the dirty tactics used by the

opposi tion.

He al so said el ection canpai gns should not be held for | onger period as
it may build up tension and lead to racial riots as proven during the 1969
el ections.

He al so took to task foreign nedia who did not provide the actual

picture of the country's political and econom c situation such as show ng
only footage of policenen using a little violence on denpnstrators to
control the situation but did not provide such coverage when the policenen
were being hit by the denonstrators.

"I have al so been described as a dictator who had assaulted Datuk Seri
Anwar | brahim (the forner Deputy Prine Mnister) and frame charges agai nst
hi m

"They are using the foreign nedia to attack us. Have you read or seen

the foreign nedia say anythi ng good about us?

"The foreign nedia have al so accused nme of being a dictator who supplied
hundreds of million of dollars to Nel son Mandela for the ANC (African
Nati onal Congress) in the general election in South Africa," he said.

On the proposal that the prem ership be rotated anong | eaders of the

four opposition parties which have forned a pact, Dr Mahathir said it
woul d not work because the country woul d have a governnent | ed by four
parties with different |eaders having different views.

Under such a pact, he said each party would rule for 15 nonths, starting
with PAS so-called "lIslanic state", followed by DAP' s "Ml aysi an

Mal aysi a", then a governnent |led by Datin Seri Dr Wan Azi zah Ismail of
Parti Keadil an Nasional (Keadilan) and Syed Hussin Ali of Parti Rakyat

Mal aysi a.

"Mal aysi ans will be confused over the different policies," he said,
addi ng even before the opposition sets up a coalition governnent, they had
been squabbl i ng over who should be Prinme Mnister, not on trying to win
the election.”



On whether the country's Constitution only allows Mal ays to becone the
Prime Mnister, Dr Mahathir said: "There is no such provision in the
Constitution ... | only follow the Constitution."
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