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DON' T TARNI SH | SLAM FOR POLI TI CS, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

KUALA TERENGGANU, July 29 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad said political parties should not tarnish the sanctity of
Islam for political interest.

He said party |leaders should not lie in the nane of Islam

In this respect, he took to task PAS | eaders including Kel antan Menteri
Besar Datuk Nk Abdul Aziz Nik Mat for their untruthful statenments
purportedly based on Islambut in actualities were politically notivated.

"Let's not tarnish Islamfor our own political interest, and if we want
tolie...this is what Nik Aziz says, not what |slamsays,"” he said at the
neet -t he- peopl e sessi on at Kanmpung Kubang Parit here today. Dr Mahathir
al so performed the ground-breaking ceremony for a | ow and medi um cost
housi ng project in the kanmpung.

Dr Mahathir said the Islamteachi ngs used by PAS seened to differ from
those taught by Islamfor their interpretations on certain matters varied
fromthe real interpretations

"For exanple, according to PAS Islam c teachings...don't be grateful to
anot her human, being grateful to the Almghty is enough...that's not the
real teachings of Islam" he said.

The Prime Mnister said PAS had never done anything for the devel opnment
of the people while its |eaders were quick to condemm ot hers.

He said several statenments by PAS | eaders of |ate showed that the party
was desperate and | ost a sense of direction

PAS proposal to sell Putrajaya to finance schol arships to students
showed that the party was incapable of raising noney and if PAS were to be
el ected to power, it would be bankrupt governnent, he said.

On the other hand, he said the Barisan Nasional (BN) with the support
of Umo, the biggest Malay party, could ensure that the wel fare of poor and
the less fortunate was | ooked after

"W set up a governnment to serve the rakyat. W don't prom se sonething
whi ch we cannot fulfil," he said.

The Prime Mnister said the BN governnent also did not have to sel
assets to provide schol arships to students, including children of PAS
nmenbers.

"W have enough noney, our savings are enough, at any tine we have
US$20 billion in our pockets...there's no need to sell anything. Now, we
have US$31 billion in reserve in additions to other savings," he said.

The housi ng project "KP Perdana", situated about five kilonetres from
the town centre, will provide 1,000 |ow and medi um cost flats.

Dr Mahathir al so | aunched Terengganu Housing I nfoline (09-6267600)
where the public could obtain informati on on housing projects in the state.

Earlier, Dr Mahathir who is Umo president, held closed door neeting
wi th branch and divisional party |eaders at Wsna Darul |man, here.
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