23/ 06/ 1999

Ex- ai de: Zahid a weak person, so forgive him

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Describing Datuk Ahmad Zahid Ham di as a weak
person, his former Press ai de today appeal ed to Mal aysi ans to "forgive"
Zahid for admtting Datuk Seri Anwar |Ibrahims role in a controversi al
speech | ast year.

Zahid told the Press at the Umo general assenbly on Sunday that Anwar,
then the Umo deputy president, had asked himto raise the i ssue of
nepoti sm cronyi smand weal th distributionin his keynote address as Youth
| eader at | ast year's assenbly.

This has triggered a rebuke fromHanafiah Man, Zahid's one-tine Press
of ficer and who i s now Perak Yout h | eader of Parti Keadi | an Nasi onal .

In a statenent today, Hanafiah said as he was responsi bl e for drafting
and preparing Zahi d's speeches when he was Umo Youth | eader, he
(Hanafiah) knew perfectly the style of the particul ar speech and howit
was prepared.

He added that the issue of nepotismand cronyismwas first raised at the
Kongres Penmant apan Ekonom Bumi putera (a congress on the econony of the
Bumi puteras) in June 1998.

At that time, Hanafiah said, the nepoti smand cronyi smissue cane about
as aresult of informati on which Umo Youth had, and that it wanted t he
i ssue to be raised without fear or favour.

"Therefore, it isalieto say that a speech touching on the i ssue of
nepoti smand cronyi smwas nmade on the directive or conspiracy of certain
quarters.

"I dare say this as it was me who drafted the speech," Hanafiah said.

He said the sanme applied to Zahid' s keynote address at |ast year's Ummo
Yout h Assenbly, which was not engi neered or made on the directive of
anyone i ncl udi ng Anwar .

I nst ead, Hanafiah said as in 1997, Zahid had a series of nmeetings with
various parties, adding that he renmenbered Zahi d sayi ng that Anwar had
asked himnot to raise the i ssue of nepoti smand cronyismso as not to
of fend the Umo president (Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad).

Hanafi ah sai d bei ng weak, Zahid coul d have conme under pressure to
confess. Hanafiah's statenent, however, contradi cted an open adni ssi on by
Anwar in Kual a Terengganu on Sept 18 that he instructed Zahid to rai se the
i ssue of nepotism cronyismand corruption at |ast year's Assenbly.

( END)
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