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600 orphans to take part in educational canp in Novenber

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Sone 600 orphans, fromall over the country, will
attend a 21st century educati onal canp i n Novenber, ained at exposing t hem
to information technol ogy and inspiring themto excellence.

O phans wi th average and above average academni c performance will be
sel ected for the five-day assenbly to be held at Universiti Teknol ogi Mara
campus in Shah Al am

The canp, which begins on Nov 20, will be the second by the Yayasan
Kebaj i kan Anak- Anak Yati mMal aysia (Yatim and the university. The first
was in 1996.

Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad is Yatins patron.

Themed Generasi | T, Generasi Bervisi (I T Generation, A Generation Wth
Vision), the event is supported by the New Straits Ti mes Press (M Berhad,
Ut usan Mal aysi a, SistemTel evi syen Mal aysi a and Radi o Tel evi syen Ml aysi a.

"The canp wi ||l expose the orphans to I T so that they do not fall behind
in education," said joint organising chairman Professor Adnan Alias at a
Press conference in Balai Berita today.

Adnan, who is al so the university's deputy rector (student affairs),
sai d the orphans woul d get a hands-on experience using conputers and t he
Internet and | earn effective studying system

Al so present were the canp's joint organising chai rman, Ahmad A Tal i b,
who i s al so the NST group editor, Yatim s managi ng di rector AzeemAras and
joint deputy chairman Adnan Hashi m

Adnan said the age | evel was npst suitable to cultivate a desired
m ndset before the students proceed to higher | earning institutions.

"W will also followthe devel opnment of the participants until they
reach FormFive to evaluate the canp's effecti veness i n exposing themto
IT," he said.

He said the outcone of the eval uati on woul d provi de val uabl e feedback to
t he organi sers to plan nore effective | earning methods in the future.

The canp will be conducted by 24 semester six students of the
uni versity's Advertising Department in the Mass Comuni cati on Faculty,
supported by 50 teacher counsellors fromall over the country.

The sel ection of the orphans for the programme will be carried out with
the co-operation of the State-level and district-level Education
Depart nents.

The highlight of the camp will be the Majlis Semarak Kasih held on the
| ast day, where the participants will neet Deputy Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi, who will be the camp's patron.

Ahmad appeal ed to the corporate sector to corme forward and contri bute
for the good cause.

He bel i eved many conpani es and i ndi vi dual s were abl e to contri bute,
especially nowthat the country's economi ¢ situation had i nproved.

Azeemsai d that the programe woul d, anpong ot hers, enabl e the orphans to
have a closer | ook at the country's rapid devel opment, especially in the
capital city.

"W realise that some of these orphans who live in rural areas have
never even been to towns in their own States, | et al one Kual a Lunpur," he
sai d.

He sai d programmes such as this was a new way of hel ping the orphans to
chart their future.

This is unlike in the past, when hel pi ng the orphans was strictly



associated with providing themw th food only.

The corporate sector or individuals who intend to contibute in cash or
kind to the programre can contact the university's Mass Conmuni cati on
Faculty at 03-5563895 or Azrul Hasan of the sponsorship secretariat at
010- 2828676 or fax 03-5596397. They can also wite to the Web room 1238,
Mass Conmuni cation Faculty, Universiti Teknol ogi Mara, Shah Al am 40450,
Sel angor .
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