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Keadi | an- Sabah (News Anal ysi s)
EACH SPEAKER FOCUSES ON ONE TOPI C AT PCLI Tl CAL GATHERI NG

By: Jackson Sawat an

KOTA Kl NABALU, Aug 15 (Bernamm) -- A nan who clainmed to be a Barisan
Nasi onal supporter at the official |aunching of Parti Keadilan Nasional in
Sabah over the weekend said he noticed a feature that nmade the function
quite different fromseveral other political gatherings he had been
attending in the country.

"One thing about this party is that they arranged their speeches in
such a way that certain speaker will speak only on a certain issue...there
was no overl appi ng of subjects between the speakers, so people will not be
bored," he said.

At the function, Vice President Tian Chua, who spoke in the nationa
| anguage, Chinese, and English outlined the party's struggle while
I nformati on Chi ef Ruslan Kassi mconcentrated on criticising public
pol i ci es.

Yout h | eader Mohaned Ezam Mohamed Noor on the ot her hand, dwelt on
cronyismin general and why the people should put a stop to it.

The | ast speaker was Keadilan President Datin Seri Dr Wan Azi zah Wan
Ismail in which she related an incident on the night her husband Datuk Seri
Anwar | brahi mwas arrested by the police.

She went on explaining the party's struggle "to bring about justice"
and at the end of her speech, she conveyed the party's stand on certain
i ssues relating to the rights of Sabah and Sarawak in the Federation of
Mal aysi a.

But the orderly manner in which the party arranged their presentation
was the only conplinment the man coul d say about the party.

In the end the man who had actively canpai gned for the Bari san Nasi ona
during the past four Sabah el ections and three general el ections, conceded
that despite the presence of a capacity crowd at Hongkod Koi saan, here,
Keadi | an woul d face an uphill task to win over the people in Sabah.

"It may win their heart over the plight of Azizah but not their mnds,
he sai d.

After Dr WAn Azi zah fini shed her speech the crowd started | eaving the
2,500-capacity hall in a great hurry. Some stayed back to shake hands with
her as she wal ked to her car.

Cronyi sm and neoptismand the |like and al so the the party's rally cry
"reformasi” -- have not been propagated at all by state-based opposition
parties even at the height of their canpaign against the ruling Barisan
Nasi onal (BN) government in the March 12-13 state el ection.

Even the nmain opposition party, Parti Bersatu Sabah (PBS), chose to
di stance itself fromsuch issues.

State politics appear to dwell on subjects such as state rights,
party-hopping, illegal immgrants, rural devel opment as well as the
exi stence of phantomvoters.

Even while fighting hard to unseat the ruling Barisan Nasional (BN) in
Sabah during the state election, the local parties did not mount any direct
or personal attack on Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad and so
the | ocal people becanme uneasy when Keadilan | eaders did just that here
over the weekend.

Hence it was not surprising really when PBS seem ngly di sassoci at ed
itself fromwhat the Keadilan said about the country's | eadership.

For exanpl e, Bi ngkor Assenblyman Datuk Dr Jeffrey Kitingan, although
vocal in his criticismespecially of the state governnent, chose to limt



hi s coments.

"I wel come the statenent by the Keadilan President on Sabah's rights
such as in the area of inmmgration,oil royalty and opportunities for locals
to hold Federal posts including in the diplomatic service," he said.

Descri bi ng Keadilan's policies on Sabah as positive, Dr Jeffrey said
these shoul d be supported by the people in the state.

"I wish to stress that while | support Keadilan's policies, | do not
support the party itself!"”

But what Keadil an said on Sabah constituted only about five percent of
the whole of its Sunday affair with the | ocal people.

After nore than three hours of government-bashing, Keadilan's policies
on Sabah were only reveal ed at the very |ast m nutes when the Keadil an
Presi dent touched briefly on the party's stand on the state.

Sone of the issues like the need for a referendumto deterni ne whether
the Sabah people preferred Labuan to remain a Federal Territory were only
mentioned in a witten statenment distributed to the press |ater.

But then the question of Labuan was no | onger an issue in Sabah
according to Sabah Chief M nister Datuk Gsu Sukam

Perhaps the one sinmlarity between Keadil an and t he Sabah-based parties
is their comon goal of trying to deny the BN a two-third majority in the
Dewan Rakyat .

Keadi | an Deputy President Dr Chandra Muzaffar had indicated his party's
intention to contest in Sabah in the General Election, a nove that nmay not
pl ease the PBS.

"We will prefer the Keadilan to concentrate its attention in the
peni nsul a and we will focus on Sabah," PBS President Datuk Seri Joseph
Pairin Kitingan said.
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