04 NOV 1999
Mahat hi r - Language
M SI ANS SPEAK MOTHER- TONGUE, BUT YET PATRI OTI C, SAYS PM

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 4 (Bernamm) -- Patriotismand | ove for Ml aysia
remai n hi gh anong the country's multi-racial citizens although the nationa
education systemallows themto use their nother tongue in schools, said
the Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad

The national |anguage may not be the nmediumof instruction in
vernacul ar schools, but, he said "this does not nmean that students are not
taught about being |l oyal and | oving the country.”

Dr Mahathir said this when delivering a key-note address at an
educati on semi nar for headmasters of national -type Chinese school s
nati on-w de in Seri Kenbangan here today.

What Mal aysi ans shoul d bear in mind was that Malaysia is their country
and that | ove for the country should be nurtured anong their children, he
sai d.

Mal aysi a woul d need to depend on its loyal citizens to sustain harnony
and continued prosperity, he said.

The prime mnister also reni nded teachers in national-type and nationa
schools not to regard teaching nerely as a livelihood.

They were, in fact, carrying with thema national responsibility to
bring up future generations which could take on gl obal challenges with the
know edge acqui red, he said.

The prinme mnister said teachers pre-occupi ed thensel ves with side
activities other than teaching would only create future generations
ill-equipped with know edge.

"Such teachers are actually betraying their own race... given that
i nparting know edge is ever inportant than before,"” he said.

The wi de use of the nother tongue in schools also reflected the
tol erance that prevailed in the country in preserving racial harnony, he
sai d.

"There is no conpul sion to use only the national |anguage,” Dr Mahathir
said stressing that parents too enjoyed the freedomof sending their
children either to national or national-type schools.

The prime mnister described as a healthy devel opnent the trend for
Mal ay parents to send their children to national -type Chi nese school s as
| ong as there was no obstruction against them mastering and conversing in
t he nati onal | anguage.

Dr Mahathir al so touched on proposals raised earlier in the wel com ng
speech by Ml aysi an National Union of Headmasters president Kang Si ew Khoon
on ways to resolve problens faced by national -type Chi nese school s.

Whil e giving his undertaking that the governnent would attend to the
proposals, the prinme ninister said the governnent could not neet all the
demands of the various comunities.

"W have our reasons for not fulfilling all demands. O her communities
make denmands as well and they too don't get 100 per cent what they wanted,"
he sai d.

Dr Mahat hir sai d none of the conmunities enjoyed overly-special
treatnment fromthe governnment and this was the key to Malaysia's success in
m ni m sing raci al tension.

Kang, in his speech, anbng others, asked the government to help
alleviate the current shortage of about 5,000 teachers in national-type
Chi nese school s.

He said the problemcould be partly resolved by limting enrolnment to



only 35 students per cl ass.

The union al so proposed that;

* attachnent teachers be offered to attend courses during holidays; and

* the service of contract teachers be extended.

Kang al so asked headmasters and teachers to instil |love for the country
in the students and groomtheminto a respectful and grateful generation.

Al so present were Education Mnister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak and MCA
president and Transport M nister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik.
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