28 SEP 1999
Mahat hi r - Ti nor
EAST TI MOR | SSUE BADLY HANDLED, SAYS DR MAHATHI R

By: Ami n Husai ni Harun

NEW YORK, Sept 28 (Bernama) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad has said that the East Tinor issue has been badly handl ed by nmany
parties which are known to have been agitating for the separation of the
provi nce froml ndonesi a.

He said nany did not want the integration of East Tinor with Indonesia
and that they had al ways been agitating and urging East Tinor to seek
i ndependence.

They had used the econom c problens facing I ndonesia to put pressure on
the country to hold a referendumon East Tinor, he said in a television
intervieww th the Public Broadcasting System aired here Monday.

"I think it was a wong tinme to hold a referendum"” he said.

He said that after al nbst 25 years, East Tinmor had not been conpl ai ni ng
very much as | ndonesia had been pouring a | ot of nobney into the province.

"Devel opnent of East Tinor during |Indonesian times was far greater than
during the Portuguese tinmes resulting in many Ti norese accepting the
I ndonesi an governnent," Dr Mahat hir said.

Asked why a large majority of East Tinorese had el ected for
i ndependence, the prinme mnister said as in any el ection, the canpaign by
the various anti-Indonesia sectors were urging the people to reject
| ndonesi a.

He said foreigners were telling Tinorese "look if you becone
i ndependent we will help you, we will give you protection, we will give you
money. Naturally, the East Tinorese will vote for independence".

He said the international community should have all owed I ndonesia to
make its denocracy work.

"To apply pressure when one is in trouble is not fair. Indonesia was
not in a position to even canpai gn anong the Ti norese.

"If you had allowed Indonesia tinme to make denocracy work, surely the
East Tinorese can gain frombeing part of Indonesia,” the prine mnister
sai d.
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