02 DEC 1999
Mahat hi r - Ti nor
EAST TIMOR WLL BE A NEl GHBOUR, LIKE I T OR NOT, SAYS PM

LANGKAW , Dec 2 (Bernama) -- Calling for the establishment of a refined
al | - Asian regional security structure, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad said today that East Tinor will be a nei ghbour whet her
they like it or not.

He said: "In viewof the critical inmportance of keeping peace and
harnony in this area, | would like to call for a refined regional security
structure that will involve every nation in Asia"

"A clear and definite security structure can hel p save trenendous
resources, mnimsing unnecessary duplication and at the sane tine
fostering closer cooperation anong the nations," he said in his keynote
address at the opening of the Aerospace and Maritinme |nternational
Conference held in conjunction with the six-day Lim '99 exposition, here.

As a close-knit conmunity with amazingly sinmlar cultures, values and
t houghts, he said, "we in Southeast Asia are well aware that happenings in
a nei ghbouring country will affect us and the rest of the region"

Taking this into account and realising howinportant it is to secure
and maintain peace in this region, he said, "Mlaysia has undertaken to
participate in peacekeeping in East Tinmor which, whether we or they like it
or not, will be our neighbour".

The show which attracted sone 1,000 |ocal, regional and internationa
conmpani es was opened yesterday by Dr Mahathir, who is still in control at
the cockpit fresh after the recently-concluded general el ection. The
maritinme segnent is organi sed by HWLIMA whil e the aerospace sector is
bei ng managed by LI MA Le Proton.

Dr Mahathir said in a world where mutual dependence was necessary,

Mal aysi a cannot afford to ignore its neighbours which had gi ven undi vi ded
support in times of need, and nei ghbours who shared happi ness and glory in
ti mes of achi evenent.

He said, "it is vital to note that the peacekeeping force is not
intended to interfere in another country's donestic or foreign affairs or
to show one's mlitary mght.

"The intention is to bring about sustainable peace and harnony," the
prime mnister said.

"Any attenpt made by any country to denonstrate its military mght by
actively supporting or underm ning the political and econom c wel | -bei ng of
anot her nation in the region is sonmething to be deplored,” he said.

It was reported that a token force of sone 100 troops has been sent to
serve with the Australian-led Interfet force in East Tinor and Mal aysi a has
expressed its willingness to deploy a contingent of at |east 1,500 troops
and equi pnent to the ensui ng peacekeepi ng force.

"I'n view of the critical inportance of peace and harnony in this area,
| would like to call for a refined regional security structure that woul d
i nvol ve every nation in Asia.

"A clear and definite structure can hel p save trenendous resources,

m ni m si ng unnecessary duplication and at the sane tinme fostering cl oser
cooperation anong the nations," he said.

Dr Mahathir said that China and Japan coul d together hel p ensure peace
and stability in this region, sonething that woul d not only reduce wast ef ul
expendi ture on arns but woul d enhance intra-regional trade and investnents.

He said research i nto peacekeepi ng needs should al so focus not on the
possibility of military conflicts betweeen nations but should al so focus on



keepi ng the sea | anes and airspace free of piracy and hijackings, on better
search and rescue equi pnent and cross-border fire-fighting and on howto
make transportation of goods and passengers safe.
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