25/ 12/ 1999

Econoni ¢ recovery enhances Xmas joy, says Dr M

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad said
the country's recovery fromthe econom c crisis of 1997 gi ves speci al
significance to Mal aysi ans cel ebrating the last Christmas of the century
t onor r ow.

"We shoul d be thankful that Ml aysi ans at | arge have been spared from
undesi rabl e consequences of the econom c crisis which affected the region
since 1997," Dr Mahathir said in his Christmas nessage rel eased t oday.

Christrmas cel ebrations i n Mal aysi a have al ways been j oyous because of
the strong raci al and religi ous harmony whi ch was not at all jeopardised
by the econonic crisis, he added.

The Prime M nister said Mal aysi a, adopting its own nmeasures incl uding
capital controls, had warded of f attacks on the stock and currency narkets
by foreign nani pul ators.

"Al t hough others nostly belittle our capabilities, we've proven that
with conviction we can acconpl i sh whatever we set out to do.

"We shoul d be proud of our capabilities. W had no need for foreign
interference or tutelage in determning our destiny," he said.

Dr Mahat hir said the people's solid support made t he Governnent all the
nore determined to strive for greater national advancenent and saf eguard
the country fromattenpts to negate its achi evenents.

"Clearly, the steps taken by the Government to narrowthe gap between
conmuni ti es have been fruitful and have effectively di mnished the
possibility of racial tension arising fromeconon c disparity," he said.

The Prime M nister urged Mal aysi ans to visit one anot her saying that
al t hough Muslins are observi ng Ramadan and coul d not enj oy dayti me neal s
they could still call on Christian friends in the spirit of yul etide.

Dr Mahathir and wife Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohaned Ali w shed all
Mal aysi an Christians a merry Chri stnas.
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