24/ 11/ 1999
Econony will be nore stable in future: Dr M

Ei r mal asar e Bani
PRI VE M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad sai d t he Mal aysi an econony
is expected to be nore stable in the future and | ess |ikely to undergo
"the kind of diffficulties that we had from 1997 to 1998".
Mal aysi a, he said, "have insul ated our currency which is no | onger
subj ect to mani pul ati on by foreign specul at ors”
Speaki ng at a joint press conference at Putrajaya yesterday after
attendi ng a del egation nmeeting with Chinese Prem er Zhu Rongji, Dr
Mahat hir sai d nost of the countries in this region had recovered.
"Their growth next year is bound to be higher than their growth this
year," he said, addi ng however that the | evel woul d not be as hi gh as
before the economic crisis.
He said it would be some time for the countries to achi eve the sane
| evel of growth they enjoyed before the crisis. "W have to be very
careful because the forces which forced our econony to col |l apse in 1997
are still there and they nay | aunch another attack," he said.
On Mal aysia's relationship with China, Dr Mahathir said both countries
have been abl e to discuss various matters pertaining to bil ateral
relations and situations in the region, Asia and the worl d.
Bot h governnents have reached understandi ngs in many areas and "I am
glad to say that we have no maj or differences in opinions. In fact, we
have simlar stands on many international issues.
"W bel i eve that probl ens shoul d be resol ved t hrough di scussi ons and
believe that we should not hurry such discussions but rather give tine to
resolve themcarefully," he said
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