27/ 12/ 1999
Editorial denigrates the Opposition

LimKit Siang

| REFER to your editorial dated Dec 22, 1999 entitled "Death of Decorunt
and Letter of the Day (Dec 24) entitled "Tinme Kit Siang accepted reality"
by Al bert Kok Wee Choon, Serenban. | also refer to M Desa's cartoon (Dec
24) on Datuk Fadzil Noor and ne.

Maybe | should feel flattered that after being booted out of Parlianent,
I amnow pi ctured as being even nore powerful than at any tine when | was
an MP for 30 years and parliamentary Opposition Leader for 25 years. But
am not .

The NST editorial used the term"street-brawl ing" coined by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad and ot her of fensive terns |ike
"mob | anguage", "show of muscl es", "subverting the parlianentary process
and proceedi ngs", "rebel-rousers" and "political whins".

The NST "Letter of the Day" on Friday al so used t he sane i ntenperate
| anguage as the NST editorial two days earlier.

Firstly, let me thank the letter-witer for counting for nme the nunber
of medi a statenments/speeches | had nade si nce Nov 30.

In the NST editorial the objective was to denigrate the Barisan
Alternatif MPs and create division and di strust between Pas and DAP, but
inthe "Letter of the Day", the objective was to denigrate the other
| eaders in the DAP to sow di vi si on and di strust anpong the DAP | eader shi p.

On Monday, Dr Mahathir accused ne as being the "masterm nd" and "puppet
master pulling strings" in Parlianent over the wal kout by Barisan
Alternatif MPs in protest against the abuse of the Constitution and
Parlianmentary Standi ng Orders by the unconstitutional conveni ng of the
first meeting of the 10th Parlianent.

The col | ective wal kout by all the Barisan Alternatif and PBS MPs on
Monday was not pre-planned, as although the DAP, Pas and Keadil an MPs had
a pre-council neeting on Sunday night, this had not involved the three PBS
MPs who al so joined in the wal kout on Monday.

The col I ective wal kout by all the BA and PBS MPs i n the Dewan Rakyat was
a spont aneous protest and outrage of the Opposition MPs in their disgust
at the Barisan Nasional's arbitrary and hi gh-handed contenpt for the
Constitution, Parlianent and the Yang di-Pertuan Agong in refusing to
cancel the parliamentary nmeeting and convene i nstead on Dec 29, 1999, so
as to conply with the provisions of the Constitution and the Parliamentary
Standing Orders as well as intinme to approve the contingency finance bil
to aut hori se government expenditures for the first six nonths of next year
until approval of the 2000 Budget.

It is clear fromlocal Press coverage in the past few days that there
was i ndeed a "puppet master" pulling strings, and he was none ot her than
Dr Mahat hir hinsel f who was pulling strings to orchestrate an attack on
the Barisan Alternatif MPs for stagi ng Monday's wal kout and on ne for
al | egedly "mast erm ndi ng" the wal kout .

The editorial, letter to the editor and the cartoon are all very
rem ni scent of the role played by the nai nstreammass nedia in the ei ght-
day canpai gn of the 1999 general electionin making it the dirtiest
election in the nation's 42-year history.

Normal | y such unet hical and i rresponsi bl e journali smby the Bari san
Nasi onal -controll ed nass nedia is orchestrated to rel ease their vicious
power only during a general el ection canpaign period, and is imedi ately
wi t hdrawn and ended until the next general el ection canpaign four or five



years later.

But now, for the first time in Barisan Nasional history, such a vicious
and nalicious orchestrati on of the Barisan Nasional-controlled mass nedi a
i s being redepl oyed agai nst the Qpposition |less than a nonth after the
| ast general election - which is an el oquent testinony of two things:

* Firstly, the Barisan Nasional | eadershipis aware that it has no leg
what soever to stand on to justify the convening of the first neeting of
the 10th Parliament in utter contenpt of the Constitution, Parlianment and
the Yang di-Pertuan Agong;

* Secondly, Umo's sense of weakness, vulnerability and even sone
desperati on despite Barisan Nasional retaining two-thirds parlianentary
majority in the Nov 29, 1999 general el ection.

The general election is over. | would urge an end to one-sided, biased,
tendenti ous and downri ght di shonest reporting and witing in the Ml aysian
mass medi a and a return to decent, responsible and civilised journalism
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